Pastor Blake Withers January 2, 2011

RECEPTIVITY AND RESPONSE
PERSONAL GROWTH IN 2011
COLOSSIANS 2:6-7

CHRISTIANS ACCEPT CHRIST AS THEIR LIFE (COL. 3:3-4) !

1. Paul exhorted the Colossian Christians in verse®oRehapter 2 to be...
a. Encouraged in thesalvation
b. Settledin their convictions about Jesus’ deity and sigficy

c. Firm against falséeaching
2. “Therefore”, these Christians showl@lk in Jesusevery day (Col. 2:6).

3. Our daily conduct in Christ means to haveaative, visiblefaith (Col. 2:7).
a. Conducting myself a3esuswould in each conversation and situation

b. Living in union and partnership witBesus(John 15:4-5)

KEY THOUGHT: Walking in Christ means tive exactly as He would (1 John 2:6).

“HAVING BEEN FIRMLY ROOQOTED” (COLOSSIANS 2:7)

A. “Rooted” means to take nourishment fr@od as a plant’s roots do from tiseil
(Col. 2:7).

1. Christ becomes thgource of our spiritual nourishment, our growth, and
thefruit_in our lives (John 15:4-5).

2. Our partnership (union) with Christabsolutely necessaryJohn 15:4-5),

B. Spiritualdisciplinesare essential to spiritual growth.

1. You cannot attain salvation by personal discipline; it isifh gf God
(Eph. 2:8-9).
2. Discipline is thdruit_of salvation, not theoot.

KEY THOUGHT: The alternate beats of the Christian heartegeptivity andresponse—
receptivity from God and response in work from @sl( 2:7).




Il. “NOW BEING BUILT UP IN HIM” (COLOSSIANS 2:7)

“built up” =  we build up as one buildsh@use the building of character and life by
disciplined effort

Jesus was the most complete Man to ever live dh.edesus illustrated this receptivity and
response rhythm for us. No one was ever so aledpldépendent on God, and no one so
disciplined in their personal habits.
A. Jesus read thé&ord by habit (Luke 4:16).
1. When you expose yotininking to God, you exposgourself to God.
2. The Bible is the medicine that will heal our Iiiégve only take the
prescription.
B. Jesuprayed by habit (Mark 1:35; Matt. 14:28; John 6:15).
1. Prayer is @&onversationwith God that refreshes us.

2. Prayer is theourceof the disciple’power.

3. We are as spiritual as we agmayerful .

C. Jesugassedon toothers what He had found (Col. 1:28-29; 2 Cor. 9:10).

1. God givesseedto those thasowit.

2. Those who do not pass on what they learn becanm@y themselves.

KEY THOUGHT: The life of a disciple withers and fades unléssmurtured by discipline
andpassedon to others.




FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
January 2, 2011

SUNDAY: The disciple of Jesus lives like Him every déyol. 2:6)! The word “disciple” occurs

269 times in the New Testament. “Christian” isrfdwnly three times and was first introduced to
refer precisely to the disciples. The New Testanena collection of books about disciples, writfen
by disciples, and for the disciples of Jesus Chrigthe disciple of Jesus is not the deluxe, super

heavy-duty model of a Christian. A disciple is tsiandard issue vehicle of the Christian |

fe.

The owner’'s manual is the Bible, and the key examplfollow is Jesus. After Paul exhorts the

Colossian Christians to be encouraged in theirasiain, settled in their convictions about Jesus,
firm against false teaching, he transitioned imragdy to walking every day like Jesus (Col. 2

What is adisciple of Jesugo you? Are you a disciple of Jesus? Discipleskwaard, and you can

see “spiritual sweat”. Make the commitment rigltmnto be a disciple of Jesus Christ this ye
Confess your weaknesses to the Lord and ask fostréagth to walk one foot in front of the oth
one day at a timeMay this be the breakthrough year in your life asGhristian!

MONDAY : The disciple chooses to live exactly like Jesus leaday (1 John 2:6)!
A disciple lives an active faith that is visible ¢veryone around him/her. As a disciple, you

conduct yourself as Jesus would in every convensadnd situation. You will choose to live
union with Jesus as your constant partner every (dagn 15:4-5). Your sin will be address
immediately to prevent it from damaging your unieith Christ and disrupting your walk with th
Lord. Choose not to participate in your favoritass Accept the leadership of the Holy Sp
throughout your day. This means you must choodetreceptive to what the Holy Spirit says, ¢
then respond as biblically commanded. Walking imi€® simply means to live exactly as He did
each situation (1 John 2:6). Commit yourself @ tibtal involvement of the Lord and the Holy Sp
in every aspect of your life. Pray for the wisdtorbe receptive to the leadership of the Holy $
and to respond according to the Biblay your decision to become receptive to the leatigr of
the Holy Spirit have far reaching effects in youifé and in others!

TUESDAY: The disciple decides to be rooted in Jesus and ikexdis nourishment from Him
(John 15:4-5)!' Colossians 2:6 tells disciples to be “rooted’Ghrist. Just as a plant receives
nourishment from its roots, disciples are to reediveir nourishment from their relationship w
Jesus (John 15:4-5). This union with Jesus islatedp necessary! It appears that discipleshithe
local church has become a program option rather #mabsolute necessity. Jess Moody says
churches today are filled with “undiscipled diseigl? Most of the problems in the contempor
church today would be eliminated if members decidied become disciples of Chris
Most Christians | know desire to be closer to Gbdntthey are, so this is the logical decis
What specifically is holding you back from makirgetdecision to be a disciple of Jesus? This i
time to fall on your knees before God and call foutHis help. The Lord God will respond to yg
Accept His help and move forward immediatelylay your decision to step forward to walk lik
Jesus become a precious moment in your life!

! Dallas Willard, The Spirit of the Disciplines (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1991), as quotdeirotional
Classics (New York: HarperCollins, 2005), 13.
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WEDNESDAY: Spiritual disciples are the fruit of salvatiofCol. 2:6)! The spiritual growth yo
desire will require the assistance of spirituakigtiBnes. The discipline to use these disciplire
fruit of your salvation. However, the time to déxdo these spiritual disciplines will dema
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adjustments to your lifestyle. The Apostles knéw tost to be Jesus’ disciple. Simon Pgter

exclaimed, “Look, we have left everything and felled You!” (Mark 10:28). Family and

occupations were deserted for long periods of tisngo be with Jesus. Disciples have to be “with

Jesus” to learn from Him. The alternate beatshef@hristian heart are receptivity and respon
receptivity from God and response in work from thsciple (Col. 2:7). Agree with God to st
forward, and then let it unfold one day and wee# &tne. May the decision to be receptive and
respond bring basket loads of fruit into your lifend others’ lives around you!

THURSDAY : Reading the Word of God is an essential disciplinfier a disciple
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(Luke 4:16)! Disciples are “built up” like one would build ause: board by board, step by step.

Jesus was the most complete Man to ever live oth.ealesus demonstrated the receptivity
respond rhythm for us to follow. Jesus read thed\d God (Old Testament) by habit (Luke 4:1
It was Jesus’ “custom” to read aloud the Word ofl@opublic. For the disciple, reading the Bi
exposes the mind and the heart to God. The Bsilea best answer to everything in life and the
prescription for anything that ails a person. Dewmurself to the reading of the Bible and recmyc
what God tells you in a journal of some kind. Make simple decision to read your Bible every
in 2011. Commit this to the Lord today, and ask Hios strength and courage to get through
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difficult days that will come during the yeaMay the joy of knowing the words of Jesus and the

mind of God be yours as you read the Bible thisijea

FRIDAY : Prayer is like breathing for a discipléMark 1:35)! No one was ever more depend
on God, and no one so disciplined in his persoabits as Jesus. Jesus practiced prayer as adla
discipline. Prayer is a conversation with God tiefiteshes the disciple. Sins are washed awaye
is renewed; and wisdom is dispensed through thespiiss discipline of prayer. Prayer is the sou

of power for the disciple. The disciple is onlyssritual as he/she is prayerful. The prayer dife

the disciple is ground zero for spiritual powertosand ask the Lord to reveal why your prayer
is not what you want it to be? Make a list of thasons and choose one or two on which to f
this week. Keep turning this list over to the H8lgirit at least once a day, and you will begis¢e
the problems erode away one by one. They will siagy as you evoke the power of God aga
them. When prayer fades, power fadeglay the consistent growth of your prayer life brin
stability and power to your life as a disciple!

SATURDAY: A disciple passes on what he/she knows to oth@sel. 1:28-29; 2 Cor. 9:10)
The disciple receives truth from God through regdime Bible, biblical preaching, and teaching
same truth to another disciple (2 Cor. 9:10). desanstantly passed on biblical truth and div
wisdom to those willing to listen. God will givey seed to sow in the lives of others. If you g
sowing, God will stop giving you seed. Those Ciaiss who do not pass on what they learn
become empty. Cultivate the three spiritual disogs of Bible reading and journaling, prayer, &
passing on what you learn to others. Be receptiitbe Word of God and respond by living it g
teaching it to others. Remember, the life of @igle withers and fades unless it is not nurturgg
discipline and passed on to others. Commit yolirsetvery way you can think of to the Lord
prayer. May this be the most exciting year of your life @hrist!
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