Pastor Blake Withers January 23, 2011

LOVE LASTS
THE CHURCH BODY — PART 6
1 CORINTHIANS 13:8-13

LOVE NEVER FAILS

1. Throughout all eternity divine love witleverend (1 Cor. 13:8).

2. Many of the Corinthians constantly had their eyested on thaifts rather than the
Gift Giver.

3. The Corinthian church was being influenced andugmied by the seculaulture.

KEY THOUGHT: Divine love is God’s greatest gift @hristians in contrast to the
temporary nature of spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 13:8-13).

GIFTS ARE TEMPORARY (1 COR. 13:8-10).

A. There isno moment in time when divine loviails (1 Cor. 13:8a).
1. Divine love ispermanent and outlastgailures (1 Pet. 4:8).

2. The Corinthians had repeatedly chosen to pursubigjindy prized
spiritual gifts rather than nurture their love féod.

3. Divine love is thepreeminent characteristic of God Himself
(12 John 4:16).

B. Gifts will passaway (1 Cor. 13:8b).

1. Prophecy and knowledge would become inoperativewitie perfect”
causes them to stop.

2. Divinely taught languages wousdop at some point.

C. Gifts aretemporary (1 Cor. 13:9-10).

1. It is not hard to understand that we only know Gogart because God
does not revealll to us.




2. These gifts are “fill-ins” for the state we will parience when we come
into God'’s presence

KEY THOUGHT: The “perfect” we will have when we areéternity in the presence of the
living God (1 Cor. 13:10; 1 John 5:20).

I. OUR PARTIAL KNOWLEDGE WILL GIVE _ WAY TO TOTAL
COMPREHENSION (1 COR. 13:11-12).

A. Thelimited knowledge we possess today of the Bible and owr V@t be gone
forever when we are in His presence.

B. Today, we are limited in our knowledge even withd@dNord toguide us.

II. LOVE IS ETERNAL (1 COR. 13:13).

A. Three of the greatest earthly spiritual virtuégith , hope and love.

1. Faith and hope are embodiedane (1 Cor. 13:4, 7).

2. Faith and hope will haveo purposein heaven when all is known and
everything is good.

B. Love is thegreatestof these three.

1. Love issupreme(1 John 4:8).

2. Love is the only spiritual virtue tcontinue into eternity.

KEY THOUGHT: Gifts, ministries, faith, and hope will one degasebecause they will have
no purpose when we stand in God’s presence.




FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
January 23, 2011

SUNDAY: Accepting that God loves you and reveling in Hiwéois as important as pursuin
any other spiritual truth (1 Cor. 13:8-13)! Love will near fail or “collapse”. Throughoutlg
eternity, divine love will never end (1 Cor. 13:8)ove will last! Over against this permaner
Paul set the certainty that spiritual gifts willsgaaway. Many of the Corinthian Christig
constantly had their eyes riveted on obtainingttighly prized gifts rather than gazing inten
on the Gift Giver. As a result, the Corinthian rttuwas being influenced and corrupted by
secular culture. They were not the salt that Jegesded. Paul was trying to be demonstra
that divine love is God’s greatest gift to Chrigan contrast to the temporary nature of spiri
gifts. Do you believe that God is love (1 John)Z:80 you fully accept God’s love for yo
Do you see God'’s love as unconditional and unwagéri Rest quietly in the Lord and medit
on 1 John 4:8-9. Thank the Lord that He sent is & redeem sinners to Himselflay your
acceptance of God’s love change your perspectivgaur relationship with God!

MONDAY : There is no moment in time when divine love fa{l$ Pet. 4:8)! Divine love is
permanent and outlasts our failures (1 Pet. 418 idea presented is that God is willing to I¢
man despite his rebellion. The Corinthians hackagdly chosen to pursue the highly pri
spiritual gifts rather than nurture their love fGod. It is a love one Christian nurtures
another Christian. It is a positional love thatvdling to be stretched to the breaking point
the other’s sin and damaging behavior. This conthdes not temper the need to discipline
or an unrepentant church member (Matt. 18:15-118simply means to try and overlook si
against you if you can. Fortunately, at no timegldivine love ever fail. Continue to sit bef
the Lord and enjoy basking in His love for you. ftiopraise Him and thank the Lord for t

mercy and forgiveness demonstrated in your salwvatiay the reality of God’s unfailing love

bring great peace and enthusiasm to your Christikifie!

TUESDAY: All spiritual gifts will pass away when you entero@d’s presencé€l Cor. 13:10)!
Entering into the presence of “the perfect” will anethat the gifts of prophecy and knowlec
will become inoperative. These gifts will be unesgary. These gifts are operating to
because the condition for their cessation has eehlmet. Divinely taught languages have
the criterion for ceasing. The word for cease usadiddle voice to indicate a reflexive, s¢
causing action. There is a built-in stop that $yrgrained their power and automatically enc
their activity. Not too many years after Paul werohis letter, the gifts of tongues came tg
end. Paul did not know that when he wrote thitetetbut it was to be an example when it
happen of the permanence of love compared to any#ise in the spiritual realm. Ministrie
church jobs, and even physical activity will cormelao in your life. However, the love of G
is permanent in your life for all eternity. Paws®d be still before God to sense His prese
Thank Him for the love He has showered on your tlifleough your salvation and His const
provision for you. May the permanence of God’s love become a “warmniilet” comforting
your spirit and deepening your love for God!

WEDNESDAY: Spiritual gifts are temporary and tempordll Cor. 13:9-10)! Christians cal
easily become enamored with what is immediatelfront of them. It is our selfish nature
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to understand that we only know God in part. Gad hot revealed Himself fully to us.
The Corinthian Christians were seeking the temposairitual gifts and missing the main pojnt
surrounding God’s eternal love. These gifts wereraly “fill-in” for the presence of God.
One day each Christian will stand in God’s preseraoed these coveted gifts will not pe
important or valuable. Stop to be quiet. Ask Godillow you to imagine how glorious His
presence will be. What is it you want now? Onoe option of being in God’s presence is
considered, that is all we really wanMay the permanent love of God grip your heart and
bring you into a sense of personal worship!

desire what we feel or think will give us the mpktasure. Our self-love is great. It is not qard

THURSDAY': Our limited knowledge will give way to total comprension in God’s presence
(1 Cor. 13:11-13)! Why are we so possessive of crumbs when we caa the whole loaf of
bread? The limited knowledge we possess todaleoBible and our God will be gone forever
when we are in His presence. Despite all of oadamic pursuits, we really only know what
God has revealed about Himself. Some continueedoch more deeply for truths that do pot
exist. The search for the historical Jesus is sareh apparition. We have limited knowledge
regarding some topics raised in the Bible. We jusk have to be content with that information
until we are in God’s presence. After restinghie tord until your heart is quiet, whisper your
gratitude for the revelation God has provided t@lbisut His kingdom. Praise Him for the Bible
we hold and study.May the love of the Lord be invaluable to you asuystudy the Bible tg
help you love God more!

FRIDAY : Faith and hope are encompassed in divine lo{deCor. 13:4, 7)! Paul ends this
section by contrasting the here and now with oturuin God’s presence. The concept is that
“in conclusion” consider these three spiritual was as really one. Paul said earlier that faith| an
hope were encompassed in love (1 Cor. 13:4, 7).adying “these three” they are being |set
aside from discussion with every other spirituatug@. These three are preeminent. We are to
live by faith in the Son of God (Gal. 2:20). Chiass are to have more than the mild optimjsm
of the world. They have the Living Hope in God (Rdl5:13). Do you have complete faith| in
God, or do you place a fair portion in your ownlig§®? Is your life filled with the “living hope’
of Jesus Christ? Most Christians would have toeBtn answer those questions sheepishly.
You do not have too. Stop and pray. Allow silet@esurround you like a cocoon. Decide to
trust the Creator of the universe to keep the pgemHe gave in you in the Bible. Obediently
follow His commands. Place all your hope in HiBe still as God confirms in your heart that
He is actively participating with you as you praylay the decisions you made today seep deep
into your heart and change your perspective abouésgything!

SATURDAY: Love is supremdl John 4:8)! It is fitting that the last word in this chapier
love. Paul was emphasizing for the Corinthians tihe greatest spiritual possession was not the
gift of tongues, but faith, hope, and especiallyelo Remember the Corinthians were haying
trouble observing a civil communion service (1 Cbt:17-33). Love is supreme (1 John 4:8,
16). Paul states that love is the spiritual virtdehe three that will continue on into eternity.
The application for us today in the church is @lathe gifts, ministries, faith, and hope will one
day have no purpose when we stand in the presdnGed Pray for the strength to be filled
with God’s love and have it demonstrated througthfand hope.May your growth this week
spur you to love your neighbor as yourself and Gatobve everything in life!




