Pastor Blake Withers January 29, 2012

CHILDREN OF LIGHT
BE FOLLOWERS OF GOD — PART 3 OF 3
EPHESIANS 5:8

WALK IN THE LIGHT

1. Jesus bids Christians to walk in thight (Eph. 5:7-14).
2. Jesus’ description of walking in théght is recorded in the gospels.

2 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am ttight of the world;
he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, bwill have the Light of
life.”

John 8:12

“% | have come as Light into the world, so that evemg who believes in
Me will not remain in darkness.

John 12:46

14«you are the light of the world. A city set onhill cannot be hidden;
1> nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under ashat, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in thwuse.
Matthew 5:14-15

3. As a Christian, you have been called frdatknessinto light (2 Cor. 4:3-6;
1 Pet. 2:9-10).

KEY THOUGHT: “God is Light, and in Him is no darkness at &ll’John 1:5); you are a
child of Light as a Christian!

CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT ARE REGENERATED (2 COR. 5:17) .

A. Radical Transformation (2 Cor. 5:17)
1. Christians are “new creatureisdrn out ofnothing (2 Cor. 5:17).

2. This new life in Christ is not aimprovement, or an adaptation, but a ne
creation out of all new material of a completely differevature.

B. Darkness and lightannot mix (Eph. 2:19).

KEY THOUGHT: Christians are the light and no longer darknessn éf you are just Aabe
in Christ you are transformed (2 Cor. 5:17).
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Il CHILDREN OF LIGHT HAVE A NEW__ NATURE (2 COR. 5:17).

A. God isLight (1 John 1:5-7).

1. Those who are transformed by salvationdeeidedly different
(1 John 1:5).

2. A Christian walks in holiness and truthjmicking the verycharacter
of God (1 John 1:6-7; Eph. 5:1).

B. Sin isdarkness(Eph. 2:1-2, 4).

1. Darkness is not just being in the dark, 8e&d without aspark of life
(Eph. 2:1, 2).
2. The Light of Godnvadesthe darkness to create a neature in the

unredeemed (Eph. 2:4; John 3:16).

KEY THOUGHT: Salvation is the sovereigmork of God because men prefer tharkness
of sin (John 3:19).

1. CHILDREN OF LIGHT ARE RADICALLY CHANGED (ACTS 9:3-6 , 17-18).

A. God’s influencealone has brought the Light to change tieart (2 Cor. 4:3-4).

B. Jesus is the divine Light thigadsa new believer from the kingdom of darknes

to the Kingdom of light (2 Cor. 4:5-6).

KEY THOUGHT: There is a radicalifference between the life of a Christian and a
non-Christian (Eph. 5:8-9).

KEY THOUGHT: As children of Light, Christians should bé@aconof righteousness
leading people to redemption in Christ (Matt. 5:14-16).
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FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
January 29, 2012

SUNDAY: Christians have been called from the darkness iritee Light (1 Pet. 2:9-10)

Christians are to walk in the light. Jesus bidshe@hristian to walk in the light (Eph. 5:7-14).

Jesus’ description of walking in the light is reded throughout the Gospels (Matt. 5:14-

15;

John 8:12; 12:46). As a Christian, you have bedlea from darkness to light (1 Pet. 2:9-1)0).

Christians are called by God and are saved fromwrigh. Christians have been called from

darkness of sin and destruction into the marvelgid. “God is Light, and in Him there is no
darkness at all’ (1 John 1:5). Christian, you arehild of the Light! Praise the Lord for your

the

salvation. Reflect and meditate on your atonerbgrtesus on the cross. Request the help of the

Holy Spirit to walk boldly in the Light of your sation. Stay in the center of the pattlay the

imagery of the Light of salvation help you remembgour purpose every moment of every

day — live in the Light!

MONDAY: Christians are radically new creatures (2 Cor. 5)17 The Children of the Light

are regenerated. There is a radical transformatibriheir lives from darkness to lig
(2 Cor. 5:17). Literally, Christians are a nevelforn out of nothing (2 Cor. 5:17). New life
Christ is not an improvement, or an adaptation,gonéw creation formed out of new materia
a completely different nature. The key picturehiat, before your salvation, you “were”

darkness and now, as a redeemed believer, you fart#ie kingdom of Light. Old ways of

thinking, old priorities, and previous plans aretire “rearview mirror” with a complete
regenerated perspective that perceives sin andidifan entirely new light. Christians 3
radically new creatures! Thank the Lord for Hisweeolent grace and mercy to bring you i
His kingdom of Light. Review your actions, conwaisns, and thoughts of the past 24 hour
be sure you have not violated your new nature siith Approach the Lord with a repentant &
broken heart as you ask for forgivenedsay the Holy Spirit which has sealed your salvati
bring you comfort and instruction as you seek to lwan the Light!

TUESDAY: Light is unigue (Eph. 2:19)! Darkness and light cannot mix. The childrern
Light are part of God’'s household and are bestotvedsame infinite love that the Father shg

on His Son (Eph. 2:19). Every believer throughtiote is part of this household of faith.

There are no strangers or foreigners. Everyoranigsteemed member of the family with
second class citizens. The Light of Jesus Chastuniquely transformed every believer int
member of God’s eternal household. Meditating lu lteritage that you possess as a chil
God will give birth to a desire to serve Him and Kingdom in a selfless and sacrificial mant
Recognize that you are a unique member of the kimgdf God. Your mix of gifts and talen
are designed to play an important role in your chig participation in building the kingdom

God. Decide to fulfill the role that you have besssigned. Ask for the strength and convic
to step into the role reserved for you. Thank lthed again for His call to join Him in th
kingdom of Light. May the reality of this invisible kingdom help yolive out the radical
transformation of your salvation!

WEDNESDAY: Children of Light have a new nature (1 John 1:5-7)The children of Ligh

are fashioned into transformed beings with a coteplenew nature (2 Cor. 5:17). First, God i

Light and in Him there is no darkness (1 John 1:%5hose that have entered the kingdon
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Light are transformed by salvation and are decideiifferent creatures. God is perfect, &
there is no sin or darkness in Him. Likewise, ehddren are not to play or live in the darkne
Morally and spiritually, they are enlightened amd 0 be a shining light to others. A Christ
is to walk in holiness and truth, mimicking the yeharacter of God (1 John 1:6-7; Eph. 5
Walking in darkness is foreign to a Christian. éngine Christian walks habitually in the Lig
(2 Cor. 6:14). Do you get closer to the darknbas tyou should? Are their areas of your life
which your flesh craves the darkness? Repentasfetithings today. Turn your back on th
sinful issues, and walk confidently with the Lor@hoose to walk in the middle of the path
the bright light!

THURSDAY: Christians have been rescued from darkness (Eph)R: Sin is darkness

Every Christian was a rebellious lover of the dadsibefore his redemption. The unredee
are dead in their trespasses and sin (Eph. 2:TGRBjistians have been rescued from the dark
by the light of the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:49bd poured out His boundless love, mercy,
grace to redeem sinful men through the sacrificeHisf Son on the cross for damning s
Even when each unbeliever was dead in his sins,d@ode to raise him to a new life in Ch
(Eph. 2:5). Christian, you have been rescuedmany cultures when someone saves your
you are indentured to them for years, or evenifer IDo you feel a debt you cannot pay to C
for redeeming you from an eternity of suffering? {ou owe God your allegiance and sery
today? How could you not pour yourself into Hisriwto help others He will choose to redee
Pray for the wisdom to be indebted to God for ysalvation and the sense to serve Him as n
as you possibly canGain strength and joy from your reflection on theomderful salvation
you have been granted through the love of God!

FRIDAY: The children of Light are radically changed (Acts®7-18)! The Apostle Paul wa
miraculously called and saved on the road to Dansagécts 9:3-18). Do you consider yd
salvation experience to be miraculous? You shdwddause everyone comes to faith in Cf
after the Holy Spirit has invaded their sinful lifend drawn them to the Lord Jes
Every salvation is a miracle! God's influence admas brought the light to change the hea
the sinner (2 Cor. 4:3-4). Jesus is the divinbtlihat leads a new believer from the kingdon
darkness to the kingdom of light (2 Cor. 4:5-6).eflBct once again on our questions fr
yesterday. Do you feel a debt you cannot pay td @o redeeming you from an eternity
suffering? Do you owe God your allegiance and iser¢oday? How could you not po
yourself into His work to help others He will cheo® redeem? Pray for the wisdom to ay
Satan’s distractions from pursuing what is true dsdt — building the kingdom of Go
Praise God for His marvelous light!

SATURDAY: The children of Light should be a beacon of rightesness (Matt. 5:14-16)!

There is a radical difference between the life dtaistian and a non-Christian (Eph. 5:8-
Once upon a time, every life was in spiritual da$sy but now as a believer, you are living
the kingdom of light! It is not enough to juste in the kingdom of light. The children of lig
should be beacons of righteousness that God cato lsad people to redemption in Christ Je
(Matt. 5:14-16). Praise God for the Light! Beyowdur praise, make the decision to b
worker in the fields that are ripe unto harvest {{Mf:35-38). May this be the most excitin
year of your life!
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