Pastor Blake Withers April 4, 2010

RESURRECTION DAY
EASTER 2010
LUKE 24:1-11

WHAT HAPPENED ON THE DAY THAT JESUSWASRESURRECTED FROM THE
DEAD?

1. All four Gospelsrecord this historical event that changed alltefraty (Matt. 28:1-8;
Luke 24:1-11; Mark 16:1-8; John 20:1-10).

2. The minor differences between the accountslbeasilyreconcilable.

3. There were at leastven people who saw Jesus on Hesurrection day.

KEY THOUGHT: Christians are renewed at conversion toaasformed life (Rom. 6:2b-4).

IN THE EARLY MORNING (LUKE 24:1-2)

A. Certain women came to the tombfiwish preparing Jesus’ body fourial
(Luke 24:1).

1. A localizedearthquake in the area rolled away tlgone from the tomb
entrance (Matt. 28:2).

2. The Roman guardsinted with fear and wer@nconscious (Matt. 28:4).

3. The guards seemed to heled after awakening because the other
disciples do not mention them.

B. The women entered the tomb lboiind it empty (Luke 24:3).

1. While the women were in the tomb, tliegels suddenlyappear ed
(Luke 24:4; Mark 16:7, 8).

2. The angel reminded the women of Jegusimises and Hisresurrection
(Luke 24:6-8).

KEY THOUGHT: The women left to inform theleven disciples and other followers still in
Jerusalem (Luke 24:9).




. THE DISCIPLESVIEW THE EMPTY TOMB (JOHN 20:4-10).

A. The disciples wergkeptical when they first heard the news from the women
(Luke 24:10-11).

B. Eventually, the disciplasan to thetomb (John 20:4a).
1. John arrivedir st, but Peter actually entered the tofinst (John 20:4b-6)
2. The disciples saw the linen clotlygng intact in the tomb andbelieved in

Jesus’ resurrection (Luke 24:12; John 20:6-8).

C. Mary Magdalene returned to the empty tomb aaddsbutsideveeping when she
encounteredesus (John 20:11-18).

D. Jesus appeared to the other women ondaé (Matt. 28:9-10) and later that da
to two disciples on the Road to Emmaus an@dter (Luke 24:13-34).

KEY THOUGHT: Jesus appeared to His disciples, willomas present, and thesffirmed
His resurrection (John 20:26-29).

OUR TRANSFORMED LIFE

1. God removed thebstacles for us to view Jesus’ resurrection. How can yelpliemove
obstacles for others to see Jesus?

Q I will invite others to have aencounter with God.

O 1 will go and “build abridge” with people in our community to Jesus.
2. The resurrection of Jesus isyambol of a Christian’s transformed life.

O 1 will ask the Holy Spirit to stir up erazy love for Jesus in my heart.

O I will step up to the next level of beingdaeply committed follower of Jesus.

<




FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
April 4, 2010

SUNDAY: The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead radily altered man’s perceptio
of eternity (Luke 24:1-11)! All four of the gospels in the Bible record tlsignificant event in
human history (Matt. 28:1-8; Luke 24:1-11; Mark 14; John 20:1-10). This lone eve
changed all of eternity for everyone that livecerit. Each of the writers emphasized differ
portions or facts of the event, so there are miiberences. The minor differences between
accounts are all easily reconcilable. There wérkeast seven people that saw Jesus on
resurrection day. Most of these followers of Jemttsally spoke to Him. How would physica
seeing Jesus today deepen your faith of Him as yorud and Savior? Have you seen the “h
of God” at work in your life in the last year? \Wéridown these wonderful moments as ofte
you see them. Pray that the Holy Spirit would hgip become more perceptive of what
Lord is doing. May the resurrection of Jesus become a hallmarkyaoifur faith in Him!

MONDAY: The resurrection is the symbol of a Christian’s tiaformed life (Rom. 6:2b-4)!
The Christian has died to the penalty for sin cenee for all (Rom. 6:2). We are “in Christ”, a
when He died for our sin, we were also countedeasldRom. 5:6-8). We are baptized into
death and His resurrection (Rom. 6:3-4). Thera isew nature that is granted to born-ag
believers. Each one has been transformed by tisifaJesus as Lord and Savior (2 Cor. 5
Eph. 4:24). Sin ruled the old life, and now righieness is dominant. Ask the Lord to firn
plant the picture of Jesus’ resurrection in younanand heart. Request that you see the Lg
resurrection as a constant reminder that you abe tliving a transformed lifeMay the divine
victory over death that Jesus rendered in that gandtomb bring victory of temptation and s
in your life!

TUESDAY: God divinely revealed Jesus’ resurrectigMatt. 28: 2-4)! It has been common
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stated by theologians and a multitude of preacti&tsthe stone was not rolled away to allow

Jesus to get out of the tomb, but to the discipEsHe was not there. A localized earthquak
the area surrounding the tomb occurred when thelaniied the stone away from the entra
to the tomb (Matt. 28:2). The angel was obviouslynessenger from God (Matt. 28:
The response of the soldiers was absolute parsaltiey in a paralyzed trance (Matt. 28:
The obstacles to viewing the resurrection of Jésuisbeen removed. The enormous, heavy
had been rolled away and the menacing Roman guwadsbeen neutralized. God madsé
possible to see Jesus resurrected! Are you remowia obstacles for others to see Je
resurrection? Are you committed to inviting peofiiehave an encounter with God? Pray
the wisdom to see an opportunity to invite sometmmeorrow to encounter God this weeke
May your reflection on the resurrection of Jesus éwoiden you to invite others to com
encounter God!

WEDNESDAY: Jesus promised an empty tonfbuke 24:6-8)! The women entered the tor
with after God had removed the obstacles (Mat2-23: While the women were in the tomb
angels suddenly appeared (Luke 24:4; Mark 16:79)e angels’ role was to clearly state t
Jesus had resurrected exactly as He had promisekle (R4:6-8). The angels made
unacceptable for any other explanation to be deesloor posed. The women heard dire
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from God through His angels that Jesus was ndtentdmb, but had resurrected! The women

were charged to tell the eleven disciples and ttnerofollowers of Christ that were still

Jerusalem (Luke 24:9). Do you believe the promikasJesus makes in the scriptures? Are
living according to those promises? Are you invegyour life in the kingdom of God in such
way that God will be able to reveal Himself to a8% Pray for the conviction of the Holy Sp
to fall in your life. Ask the Lord to remove theniptations for you to live a selfish life that d¢
not significantly contribute to the kingdom of Gollay this be the Easter season that chang
your Christian life to living like it is your lastyear on earth to make contributions to th
kingdom of God!

THURSDAY:: Jesus left the grave clothes intact to help theailides’ unbelief(John 20:6-8)!
The disciples were skeptical when they first hetlmel news of Jesus’ resurrection from
women (Luke 24:10-11). Eventually, the disciplaa to the tomb (John 20:4a). John arri
first at the tomb, but he hesitated and did noeentWhen Peter arrived at the tomb,
immediately ran on in to investigate (John 20:4b-6le disciples saw the linen burial shrouc
Jesus lying intact on the shelf in the tomb. Taeefcloth was folded and set aside neg
As they drank in the scene in the tomb, the menectombelieve in the resurrection of Je
(John 20:6-8; Luke 24:12). Do you believe in tesurrection of Jesus? What actions in y
life this week can you point to that give evidermdethis eternity-changing belief? What is
reasonable response to this divine miracle for tgonorrow? Ask the Holy Spirit to stir yo
heart through meditation on the resurrection ofigé€3hrist. May today be the day you decide
no longer live a passive Christian life because ybave been immersed in the incredil
resurrection of Jesuls

FRIDAY: Jesus appeared to at least seven people on the alayHis resurrection
(John 20:11-18; Matt. 28:9-10; Luke 24:13-14)!Jesus spoke with them and walked s
distance with two of them. The resurrection ofudamade Him alive to every believer. Is Je
alive to you as a Christian? Are you seekingwue Just like Him every day? Is there a desir
speak with Him through prayer and to listen to Himough the Bible every day? Ask the H
Spirit to stir up your heart to haveGrazy Love for Jesus. Pray that this love would take ¢
your life and cause you to invest significantly gvday in the kingdom of GodMay the thrill
you knew at the moment of your salvation be withuythroughout every day!

SATURDAY: Those that have believed without seeing His resatesl body were greater

than_those that saw Him resurrecte@ohn 20:26-29)! Thomas doubted the resurrection
Jesus because he was not present the first times Jeésited the disciples (John 20:24-2
However, when Thomas encountered Jesus in a loak@ad he believed. Jesus granted
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doubt-filled request of Thomas to touch His nagsed hands and feel the wound in His side

(20:26-27). Thomas immediately proclaimed Jesus bord and God (John 20:28).

Jesus praised and blessed those that had not seemHHis resurrected state and belie
(John 20:29). Thomas was filled with the powercohfirmation when he touched Jeg
What do you need to see from Jesus before yowcuitipletely believe He is Lord and live w

a Crazy Love for Him? How must he manifest Himself before yoill step up to the level of a
deeply committed follower? Ask the Lord to showuywhere you struggle in your faith.

Pray for strength and seek to worship throughoatdhy. May the presence of the Lord &
heavy upon you in the days ahead!
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