Pastor Blake Withers April 17, 2011

THE JOY OF THE RESURRECTION
THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST — PART 12
1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

THE TRANSFORMED LIFE

1. When Christ comes again, we will be transformedhfro (1 Corinthians 15:50-54)
perishable to imperishable natural  to spiritual
dishonorable  to glorious mortal to immortal
weak to powerful earthly to heavenly

2. Therefore, werove our assurance of salvation and thankfulnessby being steadfast],

immovable, and abounding in the work of the LordC@r. 15:58).

KEY THOUGHT: Paul’s final statement in chapter 15 is an eximm to the Corinthians to
bechangedby what they have read about the resurrectionofl ©5:58).

. THE GREAT EXHORTATION (1 COR. 15:58)
A. Chooseto be “steadfast” and “immovable” (1 Cor. 15:58).
1. Steadfast means to be “seatddinly fixed in direction and purpose.
2. To be immovable means fixed amgapable of being moved.
B. Decideto be “always abounding in the work of the Lord"Gor. 15:58).

1. “Abounding” carries the idea of exceeding the baurek, of
overflowing, or overdoing (John 10:10).

2. We neveretire from serving God, take a vacation from holinesggst
from doing good.

KEY THOUGHT: Our praise and thanksgiving needs to be ghaards andfeet because the
Lord is aware (Rev. 22:12).

Il. THE JOY OF RIGHTEOUS LIVING (TITUS 2:11-14)
We must prove wepbssesswhat we “profess.
A. As Christians, we aneedeemedand purified (Titus 2:14a).

1. To “redeem” is to release someone held captiveayment of a ransom.




2. To “purify” indicates being sanctified osétapart” for God.

B. A specialpeople confirmed by salvation and reserved by &ddtcree (Titus
2:14b).

KEY THOUGHT: Itis in daily living thatpractical holiness can best show itself (Lev. 11:45;

2 Thess. 1:11).

Il MY RESPONSE TO THE RESURRECTION (COL. 3:1-4)
A. A life hidden in Christ (Col. 3:3)

1. My relationship with my Lord brings @epth to my life that no other
relationship can, and thétrden” is light.

2. | do notregret the closeness/transparency this relationship bring
3. Every revelation of the wishes of my Lord ifr@sh delight and privilege.
4, No road is considered tdwrd to travel.
B. Christ is mylife (Col. 3:4).
1. “Being with my Lord” is precious throughout the day (John 2723).
2. Prayer is about my Lordwsill and not my own (1 Cor. 2:16).

3. Telling others about my Lord isratural expression of mjove for Him
(John 4:28-30).

4, Meet my Lord’smeasurelesslevotion for me with a measureless
devotion for Him (John 4:34; Col. 1:28-29).

KEY THOUGHT: Rejoicein the path God has marked out for you, gridve for your friends
who have missed this precious joy (Ps. 28:7; 1 §hEs).

MY RESPONSE TO THE RESURRECTION
U Read the Biblevery day. Writeoneline minimum in a journal.

Practice biblicathinking about my day.
Intentionally seek tblessone person per day.
| will invite to church on Easter Sunday.
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Tell two people this week, “God loves you”.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
April 17, 2011

SUNDAY: The resurrection of Jesus Christ should impact amthange the life of ever
Christian (1 Cor. 15:58)! When Jesus comes again, the dead in Christ vgd again
(1 Thess. 4:16). We will be completely changedns$formed into spiritual, heavenly bod
(1 Cor. 15:50-54). Until that moment in time, weoye our assurance of our salvation

demonstrate our thankfulness by being steadfastowvable, and abounding in the work of
Lord (1 Cor. 15:58). It is not a multiple choicquation where we can choose one of

y

ies
and
the
the

aforementioned options. Paul says in verse 58ewaty Christian should be radically changed

by the power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ,Lmrd and Savior (1 Cor. 15:58). Is thatt
for you? Where is your greatest struggle? AsklLibisl for the courage to seek accountab
and fellowship to tackle the issues that are hgldiou back from living a radically chang
lifestyle for Christ. May this be the greatest Easter season recentlyaar Christian life!
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MONDAY : Choose to be steadfaél Cor. 15:58)! Paul gives a command “to be” three things

in the Lord. First, Paul states that the Chrisigato be steadfast in the doctrine and its prac
firmly fixed in a specific direction and to havdian direction. Immovable is a stronger way
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say steadfast. The intensity would indicate thatl yare to be incapable of being moved.
Unfortunately, Christians are too lackadaisicalulibeir doctrine and the practice of it. That is

a kind way of saying they are very lazy about kmmwvhat the Bible says about holiness

and

godly living. If some Christians know what the Rilsays on the topic of personal holiness, they

have chosen not to be steadfast or immovable. @Mpad be willing in light of the power of the

resurrection in your life to make a commitment dbeadfast in your doctrine and its practi
Committing to being steadfast is not a processalfiim commitment. God will help you ma

that commitment more fruitful as your days unfolMay the power of the Holy Spirit seize

control of each Christian that has chosen to beatéast in his/her faith and practice!

TUESDAY: We never retire from serving God Cor. 15:58)! Decide to be always aboundi
in the work of the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58). This isidea of constant work that exceeded the kn
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boundaries of effort for the work of the Lord. $hs directly contrary to the Christians that
expend as little energy as possible in the aregsayfer, service within the church, or suffer as
little as they can. Paul develops the argumentweacannot afford to be content with the trivial
things of this life if we desire significant intima with God. The question would confront the

Christian about how can we “take it easy” when smynpeople all around us are struggl
spiritually or are spiritually dead. Christiansaggever take a vacation from holiness or rest f
“doing good”! Are you actively using your spirifugifts, or have you granted yourself a “h
pass”? The resurrection of Jesus Christ shouldjonate every Christian to leap into the w
of the kingdom because of all that has been donghé&m. Ask the Lord if you were meant to
the exception to Paul’s “call to arms”. If not, &k does God want you to servifay the work
of the kingdom excite your heart because it is tfi@mily business” of the Christian!

WEDNESDAY: The resurrection is_evidence that Christians arede=med and purifiec
(Titus 2:14)! There is to be joy in righteous living (Titus 2:14). Our lives with God shou
be stimulating. The instructions of the Bible sldogause vigorous discussion among
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brethren, and our accountability to one anotheukhbe very high. There is a very power

saying if we take it to heart, “We must prove wespess’ what we ‘profess’.” First apd

foremost, Christians are redeemed and purifiedu$T&:14a). We are redeemed from the s
block of sin and the destiny of being separatethftioe virtuous side of God’s character. By
work of Christ upon the cross, each Christian’sscan payment has been made. Purificatig
ongoing and indicates the work of sanctificatiombedone in my soul. The process has alre
“set me a part’ for God while | am still travelingrduously through it. My response
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disingenuous if my continued education in scriptoes not lead to significant steps forward in
my personal holiness and desire for godliness. tH@sstudy of the resurrection moved your
heart to greater service for God out of gratitudd ppy? Ask the Lord to help you see where

you must step forward now to demonstrate your pasir personal holinessMay the days
ahead produce the fruit of being in the presenceyofur Lord!

THURSDAY : Daily living should reveal our practical holines€ Thess. 1:11)! Titus 2:14
refers to Christians as a special, or peculiarpfgeoThe thought is that we should stand ou
the community where we live. It should be obvitmgveryone that we are Christians and s
our God faithfully and sacrificially. It is the dha practice of holiness that demonstrates
power of the resurrection in our lives. We haverbeommanded to practice living like our G
Himself (Lev. 11:45). Holiness is not something st®uld strive to attain in the next life,
each Christian should seek to be living worthy led tall of your salvation (2 Thess. 1:1
“Why don’t you place more emphasis on personalnesis every day? It is a shame that m
people think the most spiritual men around areBhddhist monks they may have encounte
Choose to be steadfast and immovable in your aectind practice. Ask the Lord what is y
largest hindrance from being steadfast and immevaldlay you trust God more every day a
rely on yourself less!

FRIDAY : No road is _considered too hard to travel for my Ido(Col. 3:3)! My persona
response to the resurrection is to choose to ladfstet and immovable. That decision

demanded that | be serious about personal holind$ss has brought greater depth into
relationship with the Lord. The requirements a$ ttommitment have not seemed heavy to
at all. | accept the transparency this deepetioelship with the Lord brings and the eleval
demands for peacemaking and reconciliation wittersth live around. Regular reading of |
Bible reveals the wishes of my Lord, and each ensas a fresh challenge and a privilege
please Him. The Lord continues to stretch me,vainein | am ready, He presents another str
of road to traverse. Though the road can be diffiét is never more than | can travel on |
behalf. Do not be afraid, the Lord will never giw@u more than you can handle. Praise Him
His provision, and ask for strength to accompligtatMe has outlined for youMay your faith
grow every time you take a step forward!

SATURDAY : Christ is my life(Col. 3:4)! “Christ is my life” is not a prayer but a statamhef
fact for me as a Christian (Col. 3:4). | have @m$ meet my Lord’s measureless devo
toward me with a measureless devotion for Him (J&134; Col. 1:28-29). Rejoice in the pa
that the Lord has marked out for you. Grieve fmse that you know that do not know Him
Lord and Savior and are missing the precious jay oy (1 Thess. 1:6). Pray for the strern
to step forward, and ask your friends to come tosWwip with you on Easter Sundajay the
truth of who you are in Christ lift you higher andraw you closer to the Lord!
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