Pastor Blake Withers April 25, 2010

“Serving Leftovers to a Holy God”
CRAZY LOVE ' — Chapter 5
LUKE 14:33

LESS IS OFTEN MORE

1. Francis Chan’s chapter title, “Servihgftovers to a Holy God,” implies we would be
holding back oubestfor another purpose.

2. Here are some other thought-provoking quotes flumahapter of Francis Chan’s book:
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¢ “Many of us believe we have asuch of God as we want right now, a reasonabl
portion of God among all the other things in oued.” (p. 96)

¢ “God is not someone who can taeked on to ourives.” (p. 96)

¢+ “We disqustGod when we weigh and compaian against the things of this
world.” (p. 97)

3. The more | contemplate eternity with God and beirigol in His hand on earth, thess
| want, or need, in thigvorld (Luke 18:22-24).

KEY THOUGHT: | have agreed with God to stop calling it “a beshedule” or “bills” or
“fatigue” and simply own what | do as a functionmoy priorities (Proverbs 21:2).

“Our greatest fear as individuals and as a churttosld not be of failure out of
succeedingat things in life thateally do notmatter.”
Tim Kizziar

CRAZY LOVE FOR GOD DEMANDS A RADICAL CHANGE IN THINKING
(LUKE 14:33).

A. My life as a Christian should provide evidend¢ao “exuberant’ faith
(James 2:17).

1. My decisionsin life should reflecGod'’s priorities for my Christian life
(Luke 14:33).

2. God is not as concerned with my biblical knowledgewith thedepth of
my love for Him (1 John 2:3-4).

! Crazy Love by Francis Chan; Publisher: David C. Cook, © 2008




B.

KEY THOUGHT: | want to be a Christian who bearatich fruit ” (John 15:5).

Il. MY LORD DEMANDS CRAZY COMMITMENT  TO EVIDENCE MY CRAZY
LOVE (MATTHEW 10:38-39).

A.

B.

KEY THOUGHT: “Exuberant” faith means holdingpthing back (James 2:18, 21-22).

It is myresponsibility to stay focused on my relationship with God andiag
Him (Hosea 13:6).

1. God’spassionsmust bemine (Luke 19:10; Col. 1:28, 29).
2. | am responsible for maintainir@alancein my Christian life
(Heb. 10:24-25).

¢ “Stimulate one another” — regular Christi@hiowship

¢ “Love and good deeds” — ministoutside the church to the
community

¢ “Exhorting one another” — encouragement distipleship

¢ “Bring all the tithes into the storehouseteturning resources for th
ministry of the church (Malachi 3:10)

The mention of the cross evokes a picture of aewiptaw death (Matt. 10:38).

1. This demand for total commitment by Jesus recéeipash-back’ from
my selfish nature.

2. Can | reconcile and justify areasief’ Christianity to make me feel bette
when | amdisobedien®

| want to be appealing and pleasing to my Lord God (Rev. 3:@5Matt. 25:23).

D

=



FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
April 25, 2010

SUNDAY: | have agreed with God to “own” what | do as a futien_of my priorities
(Prov. 21:2)! It is important that each Christian look honestiyhis life with the Lord to see
he is giving his best to the Lord. Francis Chaalleinges us all not to give our “leftovers
God”. The more that | contemplate being with Goddll of eternity and the privilege of bei
His tool here on earth, the less | feel | needyant, in this world. The saying is really true
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me spiritually, “less is more” (Luke 18:22-24). &tesult is that | have agreed with God to stop
making excuses for a ‘busy schedule”, or “billsf,“fatigue” and simply own my decisions as a

functions of my priorities (Prov. 21:2). Commit liging your Christian life in the first persan

with God and stop rationalizing your sinful actiondsk for the Holy Spirit's help to set ne

more scriptural prioritiesMay such an honest reaction concerning your behavinade before

God bring a greater intimacy with Him!

MONDAY : My faith _should demonstrate my exuberant love forob (James 2:17)!
Cultivating aCrazy Lovefor God demands a radical change in my thinkiAg. exuberant love
for God will result in an exuberant faith beingdds out before others. My decisions in

should reflect God’s priorities for my ChristiafielilLuke 14:33). It is crucial to remember t
God is not as concerned with the level of my badlimowledge as with the depth of my love
Him (1 John 2:3-4). Consider making a list of #utivities that keep you from being obedien
God's call in your life. This list may have iterise relationships, hobbies, sports, television

career advancement to name a few potentially offgnitems. Ask the Lord to help you
construct new priorities and boundaries around yaworite activities from becoming a spiritual

distraction. Seek help bringing balance betwean personal activities and your work in Go

kingdom. May your conversation with the Lord bring new maity and wisdom into your

spiritual life!

TUESDAY: It is my responsibility to remained focused on Gd¢Heb. 10:24-25)! 1t is
important to be careful after the Lord has blesgma It is tempting to become proud of w
you have received from God, begin to drift from Hion actually forget Him for a short whi
(Hosea 3:16). One way to guard against driftinguyam your relationship with the Lord is

make God'’s passions become your own (Luke 19:10; 28-29). It is my responsibility to
stay focused on my relationship with God and sétie (Heb. 10:24-25). The things that will

help me are regular Christian fellowship with aaw@bility, ministry in the community
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encouragement and discipleship, and the consisiemender of material resources through
tithing (Mal. 3:10). Pray and tell the Lord youcapt your responsibilities to keep yaur

relationship with Him strong. Ask for partners time faith and ministry that will hold yqu

accountable for your spiritual depth and litday your brokenness over your sin and the joy
your forgiveness keep you humbled enough to keepryocus on the Lord!

WEDNESDAY: | desire to bear much fruit for GodJohn 15:5)! John writes about the
Christian “abiding” in Christ. To abide means teoerhain” and to “stay” in Christ.
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This devotion to Christ is evidence that salvatlwas already occurred. The fruit of your

salvation is the continuance of service to Him ammdience to His teaching (John 8:3

1).




To bear fruit is descriptive of diligent work inehkingdom of God and obedience to the

scriptures. To bear “much fruit” indicates an oimgg consistent level of dedication and wa
building the kingdom of God that can only be susddi because of an intimatétazy Lovefor
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the Lord Jesus. Apart from our relationship wigisus, there is absolutely nothing that can be
accomplished in this life that has eternal val&eay for your love for Jesus to deepen. Seek to
remove obstacles that will prevent you from beinthwiim every day and throughout the day.

May this study of a passionate love for Jesus beeoome you can revisit over and over
maintain a constant fire in your heart for your Lat!

THURSDAY : Jesus demands total commitment from His discip(&att. 10:38)! A form of
Christianity has arisen in the world today thatsatke question;Can | go to heaven withou
truly and faithfully loving Jesus?The mention of the cross by Jesus should evglketare of a

stark reality of raw commitment that is all or niath (Matt. 10:38-39). Unfortunately, this

demand for total commitment by Jesus receives “fasik” form my selfish nature. Can
reconcile and justify an “easier” Christianity toake me feel better when | am disobedieg
Jesus says, “Any of you who does not give up ewergt he has cannot be my disciple
(Luke 14:33). Each Christian has lukewarm elemant$ practices in his life. Yet, the amaz
grace of God is still extended to cover our sin sade us for an eternity. Will each of us dec
to abide in Him while still here on earth? Ask therd to point out clearly the issue that |
prevented you from making the commitment to loventdieeply. May this be a key step in yot
spiritual life and the next step in your work to id the kingdom of God!

FRIDAY : | want to glorify and please my LordRev. 3:15-16; Matt. 25:23)! The last thing
that any fervent believer would want is to be sed@ by the Lord for his lack of faithfulness 3
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the absence of commitment (Rev. 3:15-16). Sucpmeht by the Lord would be tragic in any

Christian’s life. Rather the words every Christidasires to hear are, “Well done, [My] go
and faithful servant, . . . enter into the joy @iuy Lord” (Matt. 25:23). However, wishing
hear these words from Jesus will not make it happ€nltivating aCrazy Lovefor Him that
motivates you to love Him with all your heart, gbur mind, and all your soul will bring th
about. Crazy Lovds evidenced by faithful work to build the kingdarhGod. Pray today abo
where you can begin working to help build the kiogdof God. Set aside time to cultivate y
intimate relationship with the Lord that will pral@ you the passion and strength to be fait
over time. May you determine a way to keep studying the tapiicCrazy Loveafter this study
is completed!

SATURDAY: | will hold nothing back in my relationship with Go (James 2:18, 21-22)!

As we have said before, each Christian has lukeved@ments and practices in his life. Yet
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know that Jesus’ call to commitment is clear: Hmntg all or nothing (Luke 14:33). This means

that nothing is off-limits to the Lord in your life Total commitment is best emphasized

by

faithfully being involved in the kingdom of God (das 2:18). Words by themselves are empty

if they are not backed by faithful action to buitee kingdom of God (James 2:21-22). Faith
action woven in concert in your life bring passiand productivity for the kingdom of Go
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Ask the Lord for the strength to be more faithtuhiht ever before, and ask any pastor or church

leader where you can helpay the Lord bless your efforts to help with buitdj the kingdom
of God!




