Pastor Blake Withers June 19, 2011

THE LORD’S WORKERS MAKE PLANS
THE LORD’S FAITHFUL WORKER - PART 1 OF 5
1 CORINTHIANS 16:5

THE WORK OF THE LORD

1. The work of the Lord is centered arouma things: evangelizingand discipling.
2. Jesushinistry on earth reflected thes@o emphases (Luke 19:10; Acts 1:3).
3. Jesus taught thenbeliever and thebeliever throughout His ministry.

4, Thetwo tasks are clearly depicted in tbere of the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-2(

KEY THOUGHT: Paul spoke of thealue of thework that is done by the Lord’s worker as
closed the previous discussion (1 Cor. 15:58).

THE LORD’S FAITHFUL WORKERS PLAN _ AND STRATEGIZE
(1 CORINTHIANS 16:5).
A. The Lord’s workers must havevaion for thefuture .
1. Timothy carried Paul’s letter to the Corinthianghwhisplan to visit
Corinth on his way to and from Macedonia (1 Cor1064:19;
2 Cor. 1:15-16).

2. Paul indicates that hgans have nowchangedand that he will visit
Corinth after he travels to Macedonia (1 Cor. 16:5)

B. The Lord’s faithful workers plan witforesight andurgency around the
opportunities presented.

1. When Paul wrote the believers in Rome, he strelsisgalan to visit
Spain (Rom. 15:24, 28).

2. When Nehemiah received permission from King Artagsrto return to
Jerusalem, he made several additigagleststo fulfill his plan
(Neh. 1:1-2:8).

KEY THOUGHT: Though the plans of the Lord’s worker n@hange it is important that a
plan is in place (1 Cor. 16:5).
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. THE PLANS OF THE LORD'S WORKERS REQUIRE FLEXIBILITY
(1 COR. 16:6).

A. Though Paul’'s purpose and plan were good, he waatithe presumptuous and
inflexible if theLord chose tahangehis plans (1 Cor. 16:6).

1. Inflexibility can be a great barrier both to knowing and doind'&work.

2. Flexibility is not a sign ofveaknessbut of submission angumility
(Prov. 16:9).

B. Godadjusted Paul’s plans aseeded(Acts 15 & 16).

1. The plan for Paul’'s second missionary journey wagdit all the
churches they haglanted to see how they were doing (Acts 15:36).

2. The team executed the plantil Godaltered it (Acts 16:6-7).

3. God took the team in a completelgw direction, to a new field
(Acts 16:9-10).

KEY THOUGHT: We must be willing to belay in the hands of the MastBotter
(Rom. 9:21).




FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
June 19, 2011

SUNDAY: The work of the Lord is challenging and at timesfiitult (1 Cor. 15:58)!
This “toil” demands more than a casual considenatim the part of the Lord’s worker

The tasks will demand sacrifice and will often we#re laborer. There can easily be a lo of

activity without much work for the Lord being accpiished. When the work we do is of litt
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importance, it is too often done in the flesh, afftieartedly. This is what is meant by Paul's

statement that work done in the flesh in the Lorthisne is “in vain.” Our plans for the Lord
work must give serious consideration to the buddide wants us to build. We must p
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attention to the building codes and work underdingervision of the Master Builder. The work

must be done in a diligent manner so that we ne¢da ashamed of the result when car
before the Lord (2 Tim. 2:15). Pray for the leaihgp of the church to identify the plan f
ministry. Pray for your obedience to find your g#ain the plan to build the edifice the La

desires. May the plan of ministry ignite a fire within youtife to shoulder your portion of the

load!

MONDAY : Christians should have a plan to further the Lord’svork (1 Cor. 16:5)!
The Lord’s faithful workers plan and strategize htwfulfill the work assigned them by ti
Lord (1 Cor. 16:5). Paul's work was global. Heswassigned to cast the seed of the gosp
the major cities of many regions for the purposesifiblishing communities of believers. P

established a plan to visit Corinth on his way tal drom Macedonia (1 Cor. 16:10; 4:1

2 Cor. 1:15-16). Paul was led to change the pkmdd to visit Corinth after he first went
Macedonia (1 Cor. 16:15). We have found ways tvely participate in that plan. Las Bris
is a neighborhood church. We are located on aeasil street in the heart of a neighborh
community. It is our responsibility to have a wisifor the future of this work of the Lord. Wh
is our plan today and what adjustments do we needatke to fulfill our plan? Are you willin
to step out in faith and be a worker in the plaotl? Pray today for the strength, courage,
energy to be a worker in God’s plan for Las Briskky the influence of the Holy Spirit mak
you bold and courageous to step out and help irfiflihg God’s plan!

TUESDAY: The faithful workers plan to meet the opportunitiepresented to theim
When Paul wrote to the believers in Rome, he stress plan to visit Spain (Rom. 15:24, 2
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Spain was an influential, flourishing province etRoman Empire. The region had produced

three emperors and a famous philosopher-statesmaspite its culture and economic prowe
the gospel has not be preached in the region. mielhemade extensive plans for the rebuild
of Jerusalem. After receiving permission to leael éxpedition to rebuild the gates and wall
Jerusalem, Nehemiah made additional requests af WKirtaxerxes to obtain the lumber a
other building materials that he would need to cletepthe task (Neh. 1:1-2:8). Las Brisas
its members should look around their community dpiritual and physical needs that we
capable to meet. Commit to pray diligently for thecess of identifying those needs &
strategizing to take steps to meet thdvtay our eyes be guided by the Lord to see spewfigs
in which we can be a blessing to our neighborhood!
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WEDNESDAY: It is important to have a plan in place to work iaur neighborhood Though the
plans of the Lord’s workers may change, it is int@ot to formulate a plan and get to work (1 Cor5)4
The old saying, “It is easier to steer a movingtban a parked one” has some application. Wheare
diligently working and listening to the Lord, werche more prone to hear His plan adjustments
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when we are doing “busy work” in His name. The laymponent is seeking the Lord’s continuyed

guidance throughout the work being done. It isygasbecome complacent to continue working as

you

always have without listening for a change in dicet Agree with God that prayer and following Hlis

direction is the most important facet of working féim. May the challenge to pray and listen for the

Lord’s direction become a core value of the work de for Him!

THURSDAY: The plans for the Lord’s workers require flexibijt (1 Cor. 16:6)! Though Paul’s

purpose and plan were good, he would not be presuoug and inflexible if the Lord chose to change
plans (1 Cor. 16:6). Sometimes it is easier tgpkd#@ng what we are doing than to listen to thedLand

hi

make changes. Inflexibility can be a great barbeth to knowing and doing God’s work. It takes

courage to be flexible. Flexibility is not a sighweakness but of submission and humility (Prd:9}.
Most of the time, the Lord tends to tweak and edtiministries in which we are currently involvedt

other times, the Lord may completely alter the cimn in which we are working. Therein lays the

challenge to pray diligently to hear specificallpwh the Lord is directing us as a church fam
At Las Brisas, the pastor is the primary visionand the elders provide balance through the listg
process. The congregation then provides the @raision about embracing the direction of minigiyy|
joining or not joining in the work. Pray about bgidiscerning of the vision the church leadershilp
place before you throughout the summer. Ask Godre/lyou are to serveMay this ongoing process d
vision refinement challenge you to pray and listemthe Lord!

FRIDAY : God will adjust the plans of the church as need@ficts 15 & 16)! An example of this

adjustment process can be seen surrounding Paisisomary journey. The plan for the second jour
was to visit all the churches they had plantedhia first trip and check on the people (Acts 15:]
The team executed the plan until God altered itA®:6-7). God took the team in a completely 1
direction to a new field of work (Acts 16:9-10)hé plan stayed the same for a long time. It wasing
the later portion of the trip that God called amliale. The team could have said no. They coulet
reasoned that it was going so well that they shdinidh the plan. Joyfully, the team followed Gs
direction and made the detour He had ordained. y&re open to listening to God and His change
direction in your life and ministry? Ask the Lofdr greater faith to trust Him when He asks you
change direction. Pray for the leadership of yahwrch as they seek the direction of the Ldvthy your
faith increase when you are able to see the hand.ofd at work around you!

SATURDAY: We must be willing to be clay in the hands of theaMer Potter(Rom. 9:21)! That is
probably one of the hardest things for people waeehbeen Christians for awhile. Allowing God
reshape them into something else for Him in mipigir to start working in ministry are both hal
Can you see God as the Master Potter, spinningdttery wheel and shaping your life? Would you
willing to fill the role for which He is currentlynolding you? Pray for the humility to accept thaie.
Praise Him for the joy that will accompany your diemce. May your acceptance of the Lord’s moldin
in your life provide you a taste of the joy of watlg in His will!
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