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THE LORD’'S WORKER ACCEPTS OPPOSITION AS A CHALLENGE
THE LORD’S FAITHFUL WORKER - PART 3 OF 5
1 CORINTHIANS 16:9

THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL OVERCOMES

1. Any authentic, gospel-based ministry is going to dygposedby satanic forces.

2. In fact, it seems the greater therk being done in Jesus’ name, the greater the
opposition that comes from the antagonistic forces of evil.

3. The reason Paul remained in Ephesus was due tpeandmor of opportunity as people
respondedto hispreaching (Acts 19:1-20).

4, The Word of God was “mighty” angfffective and begarchanginglives (Acts 19:20;
1 Cor. 16:9).

KEY THOUGHT: The explosive power of ttgospelis sufficient to overcome argpposition
(Rom. 1:16; Heb. 4:12).

EFFECTIVE GOSPEL MINISTRY DRAWS ADVERSARIES (1 COR. 16:9;
EPH. 6:12).

A. The Ephesianchurch received tremendous opposition (Eph. 6:12).

1. Paul was willing tadjust his plans to remain in Ephesus until Pentecaost
to helpfight these spiritual adversaries (1 Cor. 16:8).

2. The Temple of Diana, in Ephesus, was famous imébg®n and was the
center of a great systemafganizedidolatry .

3. The religious animosity that existed towards Craist wasntenseand
consideredormal.




B. The presence of opposition kept the gospel atdrefrbnt ofconversation
(Eph. 6:10-13).

1. Upon his arrival in Ephesus, Paul addressedrisguided theology of
some of thébelievers(Acts 19:1-7).

2. Paulpreachedin the synagogue and at the school of Tyrannus
(Acts 19:8-10).

3. Paul performedniracles, cast out evil spirits and challenged false
teachers(Acts 19:11-19).

KEY THOUGHT: Paul wrote that he did not view oppositiohiadrance but as an
opportunity to share the gospel wgbwer (2 Cor. 4:7-10).

. FIERCE OPPOSITION WILL BE OVERCOME _WITH THE GOSPEL
(ACTS 19:20).

A. The utterfailure of the false exorcists brought greatenviction upon the
Ephesians (Acts 19:13-16).

B. Fear of a Holy God and the conviction of grievaia brought confession and
repentance (Acts 19:17-19).

KEY THOUGHT: All the Satanic forces marshaled against the gjasnld not overpower it,
and the name of Jesus was magnified (Acts 19:20).




FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
July 3, 2011

SUNDAY: The ministry of the gospel will overcome satanic forces (Rom. 1:16; Heb. 4:12)!
Any authentic, gospel-based ministry is going toopposed by satanic forces. It fact, vari
Christian authors through time have stated thegtéims the greater the work being done in Jg
name, the greater the opposition that comes framatitagonistic forces of evil. G. Morg
Campbell said, “If you have no opposition in thaqa you serve, you're serving in the wrg
place.” Paul encountered great opposition to trepgl in Ephesus (1 Cor. 16:9). However,
reason Paul remained in Ephesus was due to andmagrof opportunity as people responde
his preaching (Acts 19:1-20). The power of the Wof God was changing lives (Acts 19:2
The explosive power of the gospel is sufficient deercome all opposition (Rom. 1:1
Heb. 4:12). Pray today for the community aroundahwrch. Ask the Holy Spirit to direct us
those that He is stirring to conviction and salati May we be tools in that hand of a
sovereign God who is bringing people to salvation!

MONDAY : The church at Ephesus was opposed by these satanic forces (Eph. 6:12)!
Ephesians 6:12 uses the word “wrestle” to desdhieconflict between the gospel and sat:
forces. Wrestle is a word that carries the cortiataof hand-to-hand combat involving tricke
and deception. Paul was leading Christians to goffethe deceptive temptations with truth 3
righteousness (Eph. 6:12). Paul listened to thig Bpirit's leadership and remained in Ephe
until Pentecost to continue the battle (1 Cor. 16Bhe opposition was highly organized arol
the Temple of Diana. The religious animosity betwgagans and Christians, Jews aga
Christians, as well as pagans and Jews againstaheh was intense and considered nori
Paul saw this battle was against the spiritualderaf evil and identified four different strata
demons they were battling (Eph. 6:12). The ledgsotnat every ministry is a spiritual batt
It is not the craftiness of man but the power @ Holy Spirit that brings victory in the spiritu
battles of ministry. Decide to pray more and felss on your wits. Commit to give more tir
to prayer every day and sharpen your prayers t@asespecific as possibleMay spiritual
opposition be the impetus to your dependence on divine power!

TUESDAY: The gospel was kept at the forefront of conversations because of the intense
opposition (Eph. 6:10-13)! The turmoil between pagans, Jews, and Christisssprominent if
the lives of the citizens of Ephesus. Paul’s umdions to the Ephesian Christians were to
their eyes and focus to the power and might of (zh. 6:10). The theme of spiritual warfz
was the backdrop for the description of the arnfoGod. Paul admonishes believers to w
this spiritual armor as our permanent garment enldhttle against the deceptive, underhar
war with the devil (v. 11). The powers against ethiChristians fight are too much for
without the supernatural empowerment of God andpifweection of His spiritual armame
(v. 12). It is armed with the power of God as spiited by this armor that Christians w
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prevail against evil and overcome (v. 13)! Thagxactly what happened in Ephesus when Paul

stayed to preach and lives were miraculously charigets 19:1-20). Become convicted 3
empowered by the Holy Spirit to pray vigorously tbe overthrow of evil and the salvation
our community memberdMay the empowerment of the Holy Spirit be our desire!
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WEDNESDAY: The opposition to the gospel was a blessing in disguise (2 Cor. 4:7-10)!

One response to opposition is depression and defReatl wrote to the Corinthians from Philippi
that opposition to the gospel is an opportunitgtoke the power of the gospel (2 Cor. 4:7-10).

Paul describes himself as a humble and easily ceglde servant of the Lord (v. 7). Itis t
power of God, and not our own, that brings spitituetory. Paul’s flesh was weak, and he li
four ways he could easily have been overwhelmddsmown strength (vv. 8-9). Through Pau
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weakness, Christ was displayed (Gal. 2:20). It @hsst’s power that brought absolute victory

(v. 10). Read through Galatians 2:20, and prayth& courage and strength to surren
completely to the Lord’s leadership in your lifélay the power of Christ become the rule of
theday in your lifefor Hisglory!

THURSDAY: The false exorcists created a stage on which God demonstrated His power
(Acts 19:13-16)! These opportunists saw the power of the namesiisland began invokir
His name to perform exorcisms (Acts 19:13). Howetee demonic spirits did not recogn
their power. These demonic spirits used the mamdheelled to attack these false healers
wounded them (v. 16). It was upon this stage @wd would choose to demonstrate His po
of conviction and call many to salvation (v.17)raiBe God today for His holiness. Bless
name for His love for the unsaved and His benewadnor their salvation.May the Lord be
held high and lifted up for holiness!

FRIDAY : Fear of a Holy God brought conviction of sin and salvation to the Ephesians
(Acts 19:17-19)! Legitimate fear brought the people of Ephesubade before an omnipote
God (Acts 19:17). Conviction of their sin and riibe against His holiness resulted in ma
confessing their deeds (v. 18). The repentancewidsspread. The depth of the repentad
was demonstrated by the burning of the expensivgiartzooks from which so many deriv
their livelihood (v. 19). The fight for the spumdl high-ground had shifted. The gospel
overcome all the forces of evil that marshaled rgfat. What are you thinking right now abg
the power of prayer and what God would do if weyoplined Him in what He was doing
Pray now for a holy fear of a holy God. Ask Him reveal sin and rebellion in your lif
Wait on the Holy Spirit to do so and record Hisdfimgs in your spiritual journal.May the
purifying movement of the Holy Spirit elevate the name of the Lord in our community!

SATURDAY: The gospel overcame the forces of evil that gathered to oppose it (Acts 19:20)!
All the satanic forces marshaled against the gaspadd not overpower it, and the name of Je
was magnified (Acts 19:20). Paul had heard thalltelling him to delay his journey to finig
what the Lord was about to do. The Christiansphdsus learned that the power of the gosp
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greater than any force of evil. It was also sdw@t,twhen God chooses to invoke His Holy

Spirit, no one can refuse His call. Why then doneg ask the Lord to sweep His Spirit acr
the face of our community? Begin today to lift tbieildren and families in our commun
before the Lord, asking for His Spirit to fall oneir lives and bring conviction that results
salvation. May the Lord be glorified by our absolute surrender to Him!
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