Pastor Blake Withers July 18, 2010

SPIRITUAL ROLE OF WOMEN IN CHURCH
CHURCH ORDER - PART |
1 CORINTHIANS 11:1-15

THE CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

1. The Christian faith brougliteedom and hope to women, children, and slaves becaus
everyone iggqual before God and in faith as believers in Jesus. (828).

2. Unfortunately, there are always those women fidmt their newfound “freedom” in
public meetings ancefusedto observe importargocial customs like covering their
heads in public meetings.

3. While the New Testament does not permit woeleers (1 Tim. 3:2), the women with &
gift of prophecy were allowed to exercise it.

4, The order God established did not permit woneeusturp the authority ahen
(1 Tim. 2:11-15).

KEY THOUGHT: Paul’'s address on this topic wagésgtore order and to remind the
Corinthians that God created men and worhiéierently ; however, that difference did not me
inequality or inferiority (1 Cor. 11:3).

GOD’S ORDER IN THE CHURCH IS BASED ON THREE THEOLOG ICAL TRUTHS
THAT ARE SELF-EVIDENT.

THE REDEMPTION OF SINNERS (1 COR. 11:3-7)

A. There is a definite order oheadshig' in the church (1 Cor. 11:3).

1. TheFather is head ove€hrist.

2. Christ is head oveman.
3. Theman is head of thevoman.
4, The woman is subject to man even though skegusl to man in Christ

(1 Cor. 3:21-23; Gal. 3:28; Eph. 5:21-33).

an




B. There are cleaymbolsof this headship that must be respecteoimor God
(1 Cor. 11:4-7).

1. The woman is to haveng hair and cover her head to show respect fol
“covering” inman (1 Cor. 11:5-6).

2. The man is to havghorter hair and not wear any covering as he honot
hishead Christ (1 Cor. 11:4, 7).

KEY THOUGHT: A godly Christian woman glorifies God and brirgdsry to man by
submitting toGod’s order and keeping her head covered in public worshigdf. 11:3;
Eph. 5:21-25).

. GOD’S CREATION ORDER (1 CORINTHIANS 11:8-12)

A. God'’s order of headship is created in part lg/fect that man was creaticst
(1 Tim. 2:13), and that woman was credi@dman (1 Cor. 11:8-9; Gen. 2:20-
23).

B. There is no inferiority implied because Paulsgrged th@artnership, as well as
the headship, found in creation (1 Cor. 11:11-1n@:24).

KEY THOUGHT: Man and woman are made spiritualye in theLord and as such cannot
do without one another (Gal. 3:28).

lll.  GOD’S ORDER IN NATURE (1 CORINTHIANS 11:13-15)

A. Nowhere in the Bible does it tell hi®w long our hair should be.

B. It simply outlines that there ought to baaticeabledifference between the
length of men’s hair and the woman’s hair.

C. The woman'’s long hair is hglory, and is given to her ascavering
(1 Cor. 11:15).

D. Paul probably was not advocating that all wonmeevery culture were to wear a

shawl for a head covering, but he did expect them tdasg hair as a covering
and as a symbol @ubmissionto God.

KEY THOUGHT: The important thing is the submission of Heart to the Lord and a public
display ofobedienceto God’s order (Deut. 6:5; 1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 6)1-4
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FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
July 18, 2010

SUNDAY: The difference between men and women does not mieaguality or_inferiority
(1 Cor. 11:3)! The contribution by women to the kingdom of Gedmassive and truly on
measurable by God Himself. The contribution of veonwithin the local church is equally
daunting to calculate. However, in the wisdom ofiafinite, sovereign God, He establish
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certain order within the family and the church Fis glory and our protection. The Christian

faith brought freedom and hope to women, childeard slaves because everyone is equal bg
God and in faith as believers in Jesus (Gal. 3:28)fortunately, there are always those wor
who flaunt their newfound “freedom” in public me®ds and refuse to observe important sa
customs like covering their heads in public meeting@he order God established did not pe
women to usurp the authority of men (1 Tim. 2:1)-1%aul's address of this topic was
restore order and to remind the Corinthians thatl Geeated men and women different
however, that difference did not mean inequalitynderiority (1 Cor. 11:3). Ask the Lord ho
you can bring greater clarity into your life by &ppg the principles in 1 Cor. 11:3May the
Lord bless your application of truth in your life!

MONDAY : God has established a definite order to prevent @hanot to pronouncs

superiority (1 Cor. 11:3)! God is a God of order. Just look at the inteaadture of His creatian

and the ecosystems He has created or the celéatiaé of the stars and planets He so prec
maintains. The laws of physics and thermodynaméssiot be broken because He uses the
maintain His order in His universe. Thereforeshbuld be no surprise that He has establish
definite order of headship in His church (1 Cor.3)1 The Father is over Christ. Christ is hg

over man. The man is head over the woman withtiaddi instructions and responsibility

(Eph. 5:25, 28). In God's order, the woman is eabjo man even though she is equal to ma
Christ (Gal. 3:28). Rejoice today that you belom@ God of precise order and sovereign po
May the time you reflect on the Majesty of God tgdaring you such peace, joy, and comfg
that obedience to His plan is a source of great!joy

TUESDAY: There are clear symbols of this order that showpest for God(1 Cor. 11:4-7)!
The woman is to have long hair and cover her heashbw respect for her “covering” in m
(1 Cor. 11:5-6). Likewise, the man is to have #fohair and not wear any covering as
honors his head, Christ (1 Cor. 11:4, 7). Thedssunot the length of hair or to whom @
answers, but a willingness to recognize God asrsayeruler of His creation. Obedience to |
wishes brings order and tranquility to His creatiothe home and church. Why do you strug
personally with some of the commands from the Lo¥tide today that He is truly the One
cover you with His grace and mercy. Ask the Lawd forgiveness for your rebellious actig
and joyously submit to His authority through youwtleority figures. May the Lord’'s gentle
hand reassure you of His tender care and provisionyour life!
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WEDNESDAY: Honor is shown to God when His order and symbolseaobserve
(Eph. 5:21-25)! A godly man shows respect and honors God by gdonHis church and those
within it by desiring to qualify as a deacon, evienever called to serve as one (1 Tim. 3:8-13).

make in your life to bring Him honor and glory thgh your humble obedience to
established order.May the Lord be blessed by the humility of our h&amand the contrit
nature of our spirits!

THURSDAY: Man and woman are in a partnership with one anothemd with God
(Gen. 2:24; 1 Cor. 11:11-12)!Man and woman are made spiritually one in thedlLand, a
such, cannot do without one another (Gen. 2:24; &aB). However, God’s order of headship

is created in part by the fact that man was crefutstd(1 Tim. 2:13). Furthermore, woman was

created to provide a helpmate for Adam (Gen. 228h- Paul was not pronouncing the status of
woman as inferior when he presented the partnersimigh its intended headship, that began at
creation (Gen. 2:24; 1 Cor. 11:11-12). Man and worare made spiritually one in the Lord
as such, cannot do without one another. Stop @jotte at the divine wisdom of God to cregte
the complementary roles of man and woman. Praise fidr the blessings you may have
received through your marriage now, or the one seek in the future.May the wisdom and
perfection of God become a source of praise andijoyour life!

FRIDAY : Submission to God by men and women is important farmony with the Lord
(1 Cor. 11:13-15)! God has created a definite order in His creati®aul here cites some |of
God'’s rules and directives for order within His ottu Curiously, nowhere in the Bible does it
tell us how long our hair should be. It simply lmgs that there ought to be a noticegble
difference between the length of men’s hair and @ hair. The woman’s hair is her glory,
and is given to her as a covering (1 Cor. 11:1Bpul probably was not advocating that|all
women in every culture were to wear a shawl foeachcovering, but he did expect them to juse
long hair as a covering and as a symbol of subonssi God. When the holy, sovereign nature
of God is contemplated, does it really matter whatasks us to do to please Him? We know He
will not ask us to do something that is bad foou$or others. Pray for a spirit of contentment in
the days ahead. Ask for His favor to fall over ysuyou become more obedient to Him in every
area of your life.May obedience to the Lord become one of your gregfeeasures in life!

SATURDAY : The critical issue is the submission of your hedng¢fore the Lord(Deut. 6:5)!
First, we know that we are to love the Lord Godhwétvery aspect of our being (Deut. 615).

Submitting our hearts to the Lord for worship padein tune with the direction He has for our

lives. We further submit to Him when we obey the@cture He has given for our homes and [His
church (1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:21-25). Even our refeghips with the next generation are carefylly
outlined (Eph. 6:1-4). Do you find great pleasureleasing the Lord? Have you experienced
the sweet fellowship of being in the center of Wi? Where do you need to make adjustments
in your personal relationships? Ask the Lord toe tvisdom to know exactly where to start or

who to ask for advice in this area. Seek firsséhenportant areas of order in His kingdom, and
you will experience His peace and comfdvtay the Holy Spirit be allowed to lead you into the
sweet fellowship of obedience to a loving God!




