Pastor Blake Withers July 31, 2011

LOVE EXPRESSED THROUGH EVANGELISM AND SERVICE
LOVE IN THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE CHURCH - PART 1 OF 4
1 CORINTHIANS 16:15

“‘LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE”

1. In these last few verses of the letter, Paul isisipg in one way or another about
fellowship in thechurch.

2. Paul gently sharesevenexpressions dbve with the fellowship of the church
(1 Cor. 16:15-24).

KEY THOUGHT: Paul concludes his comments in this letter byraisg the Corinthianghey
are loved

THE CHURCH EXPRESSES LOVE THROUGH EVANGELISM (1 COR . 16:15a).

A. Sharing the gospel with someone can per@ expression of God’®ve
(Rom. 9:1-5).

1. Paul was using hyperbole to expressléng for his countrymen and his
deeplonging for their salvation (Rom. 9:1-3).

“Give me Scotland fo€hrist or | die.”

—John Knox
2. Paul possessed amangelisticlove whose depth seemed to be
immeasurable.
B. The love with which Christians live and witnes®igs only becauséod gaveit
to us (1 John 4:19).
1. Paul found he could love others when Christ’s logstrolled him
(2 Cor. 5:14).
2. Divine love, like “evangelizing love,” cannot berggrated in ouflesh,

but must be thevork of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5).

KEY THOUGHT: Throughevangelismthe early church expressed God’s love in the@s
(1 Thess. 1:3-8).




. THE CHURCH EXPRESSES GOD'S LOVE BY MEETING BELIEVER S’ NEEDS
(1 COR. 16:15D).

A. The household of Stephanagpbointed’ themselves the task of addressing the
needs of others (1 Cor. 16:15a).

1. A person becomes a leader in the church not byiatmpent, but because
his/herlife andwork for the gospel commandsspect

2. The one who performs the work islekonos from which we get our
word deacon(Acts 6:2; John 12:26).

B. Stephanas’ family was “devoted” toinistry (diakonig (1 Cor. 16:15b).

1. Devoted(tas®) can be translated “addicted”.
“...they [Stephanas’ household] have “addicted” thelwss to the
ministry of the saints.”
Addiction
a) Stronghabit, overpowering desireompulsionto do it
b) Growing tolerance demands larger and larger doses tckba.ta
c) Dependence meanmust have it” in order tdunction

2. The household was the type that perpetusdiwedotherbelievers
(Heb. 6:10).

KEY THOUGHT: Paul did the Lord’s work habitually, out of a panful, driving compulsion
that broughthormalcy to his life.

KEY THOUGHT: Paul was not a workaholic that works for worké&e, but he was
“addicted” to ministry folove’s sake
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FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
July 31, 2011

SUNDAY: “Let all that you do be done in love” (1 Cor. 16:}4 Paul stated that oL
motivation for our actions is sacrificial love (1o 16:14). Immediately following tha
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statement, Paul then concluded his letter with rgg\v@atements about fellowship in the church

(16:15-24). In these last few verses of the lefaul finds a number of ways to define love
the fellowship of the church. Paul gently shangsressions of love with the fellowship of t
church. Each expression is selfless and othersi@h That is the remarkable thing ab
being a Christian; our transformed view of howit@ Ibrings a Technicolor contrast to the bls
& white existence lived in the world. Initially,oy will be admired for being others-center,
but eventually you will be envied for being freedrh the chains of selfishness. Ask the Lorg
“pour His strength” into you today to empower youite with a focus on others (1 Cor. 16:]
Phil. 4:13). May this challenge bring you to the point of totdependence on the Lord!

MONDAY: Strive to love others with evangelistic zeal (1 CbB:15a)! Paul’s first expressio
of the church’s love was through its evangelisnthefunsaved. Sharing the life-giving mess
of Jesus’ redemptive acts on the cross and abautvidiory in the tomb is one of the mg
important single acts Christians can perform inrthietimes. Sharing the gospel with somec
can be a pure expression of God’s love (Rom. 9:1Pgul was using hyperbole to express
love for his countrymen and his deep longing fairtisalvation (Rom. 9:1-3). Paul said that
he could exchange his salvation for the sake otbisitrymen’s salvation, he would gladly
so. Of course, Paul knew this was not possiblehn Xnox, the Scottish Reformer madé
similar statement circa 1560, “Give me Scotland @irist, or | die”. Paul possessed
evangelistic love whose depth seemed to be immablsur What are you willing to do for tf
advancement of the gospel? How far are you wilimgyo to express your gratitude for yc
salvation? Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal whetheuyhave a heart for the lost? Ask why you
not have more or a burden for the lo$ifay the words of Paul bring conviction to search ath
you do this year to advance the kingdom of God!

TUESDAY: God pours His love into our lives as believers (Rdstb)! The love with which
Christians live and witness is ours only becausd Gave it to us (1 John 4:19). It is hard
love others as much as ourselves (Phil. 2:3-4)ul Raund that he could love others wh
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Christ’s love controlled him (2 Cor. 5:14). Thiwide love is described in Romans 5:5 as being

“poured into our lives” by God. At conversion, Getbve is not dribbled into our lives, but it
poured in torrents. Divine love, like “evangeligitove,” cannot be generated in our flesh,
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must be the work of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5). eTbhallenge for each Christian is actively

seeking to be filled with the Holy Spirit and bettender the control of God’s vast loy
A Christian under the control of God’s love see&sshare the glory of God and salvat
regularly through both living and verbal witnes#&sk the Lord how you can be under t
influence of His love more each day. Request thly Spirit reveal sinful issues that cause \
to not be Spirit-controlled.May the love of God control your life so you ardldid with His
strength to witness!
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WEDNESDAY: Evangelism was a lifestyle in the early church (héss. 1:3-8)! Evangelismn
was one of the ways the early church expressed SGlode in their lives (1 Thess. 1:%
The genuineness of the Thessalonians’ conversieaffamed by the power with which th¢
shared the gospel. The gospel is not just the agessonveyed in words, but the power of
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Holy Spirit bringing conviction. The Holy Spiritttasts to the validity of the gospel by the

Spirit-led life of the one who is sharing. Spezafly, what areas of your life need to
controlled more fully by the love of God? Ask therd to help identify struggles you have w
being submitted to the leadership of the Holy $piay the practice and example of the ea
church become a catalyst in your life as a kingddhristian!

THURSDAY: The church expresses God’s love by meeting belisveeeds (1 Cor. 16:15b
Paul writes about the household of Stephanas wppdiated” themselves the task of address
the needs of others in the church (1 Cor. 16:IH)e family and their servants made up tt
household. They chose a life of service to otlhesause it brought glory to God. It was nc
role assigned to them by the church but one in lvthey cast themselves. A person becom
leader in the church not by appointment, but bezahis/her life and work for the gosp

commands respect. The one that performs the wiog"slave”, or servant, is the word fram

which we derived the word deacon (Acts 6:2; JohrR@R The household of Stephanas
committed to serving the needs of others as aresgmn of God’s love. Ask the Lord how yq
talents, abilities and spiritual gifts could be dise uniquely bless other believers. Reflect an
love of God that led to your salvation and how y@aun express God'’s love through your |
May your willingness to be controlled by the lové God lead to lifestyle decisions that bui
the kingdom of God!

FRIDAY: Service of other believers is a coveted lifestyde & Christian (1 Cor. 16:15b)
Stephanas’ family was “devoted” to the ministdyakonia) (1 Cor. 16:15). Devotedgs®) can
be translated “addicted”. Stephanas’ family haddenthe choice to live a lifestyle that w
“addicted” to the ministry of the saints. Sometlé characteristics of addiction can be app
to the life of a Christian devoted to serving. sEiraddiction describes a strong habit with
overpowering desire or compulsion. Second, theydorthe addiction continues, a growi
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tolerance demands larger and larger does to ba.takkird, dependence on the behavior means

the addicted person “must have it” in order to fioxt Stephanas’ household was the type
perpetually served other believers as describddeiorews (Heb. 6:10). The level of devot
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mentioned in 1 Corinthians 16:15 would call to mimgr idea of being “sold out.” Someone

whose number one priority was to whatever or whoéwey were committed. Would either {
“devoted” or “sold out” label come close to desorg you? If not, why? Confess yo
reservations with the Lord and ask for forgivenegeflect again on 1 John 4:7-11 to see

love that brought you into the kingdom of Godvay the Lord clearly bless you by your

obedience in serving others!

SATURDAY: Is our_ community on your heart? John Knox had a passion to see Scot
come to know Christ. Paul voiced the anguish liddethe Jews because they had not turne
Christ. Paul did the Lord’s work habitually, odtabpowerful, driving compulsion that broug
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normalcy to his life. Paul was not a workaholiatttworks for work’s sake, but he was

“addicted” to ministry for love’s sake. Ask the idohow the description of Paul could descr

you more. May the challenges offered from this passage pusiu yo desire to be a kingdom

building Christian!
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