Pastor Blake Withers October 30, 2011

THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST
LETTING CHRIST'S PEACE RULE — PART 4 OF 4
COLOSSIANS 3:16-17

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

1. The message of Christ must dmmnpletely understood, not only in an intellectual sense,
but it must have an intimasessociationwith us (Col 3:16).

2. The Holy Spiritdwells in the believer (2 Tim. 1:14).

3. God indwells the Christian anfdith also indwells the redeemed (2 Cor. 6:16;
1 Tim. 1:15).

4, With the Holy Spirit, God, and faith all indwelling intimate association with the
believer, the result should most certainlytdi@l wisdom.

KEY THOUGHT: As we teach and admonish each other, we singngsélymns, and spiritua
songs as we live witgrace filling our hearts (Col. 3:16-17).

BE CONTROLLED BY THE WORD OF CHRIST (COL. 3:16).

A. A New Testament church @dothed in compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patient¢i@es forbearance and forgiveness; andaseredwith
love (Col. 3:12-14).
1. The Word of Christ takes ugsidencein our lives (Col. 3:16).

2. Being controlled by the Word of Christ is the saasebeindilled with the
Spirit (Eph. 5:18).

3. To befilled with the Spirit is to beontrolled by His Word
(Col. 3:18-4:1; Eph. 5:19-6:9).

B. There ardwo results of the Word of Christ dwelling in the lesfer (Col. 3:16).
1. Teaching = sharing of how to live
2. Admonishing = warning of the consequences of ungodly behavior

KEY THOUGHT: The Word of Christ richly dwelling in a believeiiife evokes strong
emotion of overwhelminghankfulness of God’sgrace (Col. 3:16).




Il. BE CONSTRAINED BY THE NAME OF CHRIST (COL. 3:17).

A. To do everything in the name of Jesus is to acsistently with who Heés and
what Hewants (Col. 3:17).

B. No matter what you are doing, do it to tilery of God (1 Cor. 10:31).
“Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do
do all to the glory of God.”

C. Put on thdifestyle of Jesus (Rom. 13:14).

KEY THOUGHT: Believers shoulglothe themselves with Jesus Christ so, when people gee
them, they se@esus(Col. 3:12-14).




FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
October 30, 2011

SUNDAY: The Word of Christ is to be understood at the perablevel (Col. 3:16)!

The passage begins with a command for the WordhosCto richly “be at home” in your life

(Col. 3:16). The truths of Jesus’ revelation, Bible, should permeate every corner of the
believer's life and govern every thought, word, added. We need to hear the Word

(Matt. 13:9), handle it (2 Tim. 2:15), hide it (PE19:11), and offer it to others (Phil. 2:16).

This demands that the believer read the Bible, memdt, and live it. The Word of Christ mu

be completely understood at the personal level.e Bpirit of God dwells in the believer

st

(2 Tim. 1:14). God'’s intimate presence in the bfea believer means that the total wisdom of

Scripture is within one’s grasp. The act of livingChrist, teaching and admonishing each of
must be covered with the grace of Christ filling cnvearts (Col. 3:16-17). Pause and ask

her,
the

Lord to help you fill your heart with His grace.ejRice in the grace that redeemed and saved

you by extending it unconditionally to otherslay the grace of God soften your reckless he
to love others as Jesus would!

MONDAY: Be controlled by the Word of Christ (Col. 3:16)The New Testament church

art

S

made up of a collection of believers in a locakbar&ach believer is to be clothed in the virtues

of Christ (Col. 3:12). Each is to practice the rapées of our Lord toward one another (3:1

The overarching element of our lives must be aea®iptying love (3:14). Do you know many

3).

Christians who live this way? How is this possibl&@he Word of Christ is to take up residence

in our lives (3:16). Being controlled by the WastiChrist is the same as being filled with {
Spirit (Eph. 5:18). In other words, being filledtlvthe Spirit is to be controlled by His Wo
(Col. 3:18-4:1; Eph. 5:19-6:9). Ask the Lord tdphgou understand the Word of Christ a
personal level. Pray for His control to be compliet your life. May the control of God’s Worg
and Spirit become a craving deep within your sdirit

TUESDAY: The Word of Christ directs and corrects our lives delievers (Col. 3:16
The Bible is studied and intellectually analyzed@lyristians but is far less often grasped
personal level. The principles of scripture relgtto godly behavior can be recited accura

he
rd

t a
)

!
at a
ely,

but their application is rarely realized in the heba moment. Two results come from the Wprd
of Christ dwelling in the believer (Col. 3:16). ©rs the teaching of how to live to please and
glorify God. The second is to lovingly warn oneotirer of the consequences of ungadly

behavior. Christians focus on the former and terghy away from the latter. Admonishmen
often received with contempt and accusation by @meistian struggling with sin, thus tl
obedient Christian learns to keep a healthy digtandhe future from that contentious beliey
The result is that sin continues, and the lovingtgution of warning is crushed. Pray that \
will become controlled by the Word of Christ, wilj to receive help when you are straying n
sin in your life. May the Lord guard your heart and mind with His pea!
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WEDNESDAY: The indwelling Word evokes strong emotion in_thelibeer (Col. 3:16)!

The Word is supposed to evoke an emotional respohise Word is to be far more than a soyrce
of information and intellectual stimulation. Thenins were worship songs designed to stir deep

feelings of gratitude and reverence. The spiris@lgs were testimonies that expressed

what

God has done for us personally. From these twergxpces a deep-seated thankfulness would
well-up and consume the believer (Col. 3:16). LifeChrist was to be a moving, emotional
experience of grace and mercy that transformedetipient to become an earthly representative
of Jesus Christ. The seat of one’s emotions shbeldexpressed with the way worship is

expressed through singing and praise. Ask the tmobnvict you of your lack of emotion wh

en

you read His word. Pray for the Spirit to fall gau in such a way that you are overwhelmed

with the beauty and grace of the Lordviay your personal time reading the Bible be

transformed by the Spirit into a time of absolutewhip and communion with the Lord God!

THURSDAY: Do everything for the glory of God (Col. 3:17)"The name of Jesus shou

constrain the behavior of the Christian (Col. 3:1Wouldn't it be great if gossip would choke

d
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the Christian’s throat and evil thoughts about mtheould cause heartburn? Imagine losing
your train of thought whenever you began critiaiganother believer, or anyone for that matter.

Instead, think of the endorphin rush when everghyou did brought glory to the Lord!

How you ordered at the drive-thru or answered antarketer during dinner? Can you
yourself praising the driver that just cut you ofracious words honestly complimenting y
co-worker for the project they just completed? sTinicludes when you are speaking, think
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driving, eating, watching television, listeningtte radio, and listening to someone else. Ask the

Lord to remind you constantly that you are to dergthing for the glory of GodMay this truth
bring tremendous control to your life in Christ!

FRIDAY: Put on the lifestyle of Jesus (Rom. 13:14)These past few weeks have all b

about putting on the lifestyle of Jesus (Rom. 1B:1Knowledge of the Bible is important, but

een

not more important than the application of its pyas principles. If a believer simply put on the

garments of compassion, kindness, humility, geeenand patience every day, it would

be

amazing how all the other principles of scripturewd be adhered to in life. Choosing not to

become angry and simply forbear with others’ siml atights would be huge. Opting for

forgiveness in the manner that Jesus forgave usdwmmilife-changing. It is truly a shame that

Christians emphasize the intellectual and notrimainently practical side of their faith. Ask t
Holy Spirit to guide your heart and mind with theage of Christ. Pray that whatever you
will be to the glory of God!May these simple truths dominate your life in thays ahead!

SATURDAY: People should see Jesus when they see you (Ca2-B4)! Do not grow weary

he
do

in doing good and being a blessing to others! Respould see Jesus in you all day long

(Col. 3:12-14). Will some take advantage of yolitey probably will. Who cares! Let it all &

he

done to the glory of God! Clothe yourself in thergents of Christ’s virtues. Submit to the

overwhelming emotion of grace and agape love thad @as showered your life with to bri
your salvation. Read Colossians 3 slowly and thimkugh each of the principles and concg
Paul presents. Obey the command to put on theegrof Christ. Follow Jesus’ examples
forbearance and forgiveness. Embrace the threeitm@s of the peace of Christ, the Word
Christ, and the name of Christ. Ask for the stthrtg live for Christ and Him aloneMay this
paradigm shift bring an entirely new perspectiveytour life and ministry!
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