Pastor Blake Withers November 20, 2011

CALL TO THANKSGIVING
THANKSGIVING — PART 1 OF 2
PSALM 136:1-3

PRAISE THE LORD FOR HIS GOODNESS

1. The refrain is novain repetition: “Hismercy endures forever.”
2. Every particulafavor from Goddeserveshat we take notice of God’s mercy.

3. This amazing truth concerning Godsigngin triumph (2 Chron. 5:13; 20:21-22).

KEY THOUGHT: Our duty is to offer the sacrifice pfaise continually, not the fruit of the
ground or cattle, but the fruit of olips, giving thanks to His name (Heb. 13:15).

THE GOODNESS OF GOD (PS. 136:1)

A. The Lord is §ood'.

1. In the Bible, “good” is considered as happinessaglire, knowledge ang
there isno goodapart fromGod.

2. No one can know “the good” unless he knows Godaad andSavior
(Mark 10:18).

3. It is the “goodness” and righteousnes&afist that overcomes the
destruction of sin (Rom. 5:15-17).

B. Give thanks to the LordecauseHe is “good”.

1. The theme of this psalm is God’s mercy beingast and unlimited as th
depth of thesea(Ps. 136:4-9).

2. The character anahercy of God demands our thanks goraise
(Ezra 3:11; Ps. 7:17; 9:1).

KEY THOUGHT: The brightest rays of God’s merblazed during the darkness of Jesus’
crucifixion when Jesus said from the cross, “Fatfuggive them; for they know not what
theydo” (Luke 23:34).
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Il. THE GENTLENESS OF GOD (PS. 136:2-3)

A. His Deity (Ps. 136:2)

1. God is merciful because He@od, and Hisnature is to be merciful
(Deut. 7:7-8).

2. God isadored by the angels of heaven; He allows world leaders t
govern, and it is by His power that all the false teasheill fall
(Col. 2:8-15).

B. His Dominion (Ps. 136:3)

1. All power in heaven and earth is the Lord God'’s (Ps. 136:3).

2. Thanksgiving begins with a sense of surrender td &wl acelebration
of His absoluteauthority (Matt. 6:9-13).

KEY THOUGHT: Keep your eyes and thoughigward to our God and King (Ps. 136:26).




FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
November 20, 2011

SUNDAY: *“His mercy endures forever” (Ps. 136:1-3)Praise the Lord for His goodnes
Psalm 136 has a wonderful, worshipful refrain. Téfain is not vain repetition, far from
“His mercy endures forever.” The lovingkindnesstloé Lord fills our lives and that of eve
Christian. Every particular favor from God desertbat we take notice of God’s mer
Singing praises to the Lord God’'s mercy is the tallthanksgiving. This amazing try
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concerning God is sung in triumph (2 Chron. 5:18;22-22). God’s mercy is abundantly

present in our lives. Our duty is to offer therffa®e of praise continually, not the fruit of tk
ground or cattle, but the fruit of our lips, givitiganks to His name (Heb. 13:15). Pause
think of how many times God has poured His mercgrowour life. Think about the particul
blessings and magnificent grace with which He la®red your life. Thank Him through pra
and thanksgivingMay your lips continually utter praises of thanksgng to the Lord God!

MONDAY: Know the “goodness” of the Lord (Mark 10:18)!The Lord is “good.” In th¢
Bible, “good” is considered as happiness, pleaskmewledge, and there is no good apart fi

God. In fact, no one can know “the good” unless Kmews God as Lord and Savior

(Mark 10:18). Jesus challenged the rich youngrndehink through the assertions attache
the title of “good.” The implication is that onf{yod is intrinsically good. Was this young n
asserting the deity of Jesus? Jesus did not dengeity. Rather, His framed response wa
indicate that Jesus affirmed it. It is the “gooskieand righteousness of Christ that overco
the destruction of sin (Rom. 5:15-17). This pgsesa Romans addresses the general obed
of Christ more than one specific event. Do youwkribe “goodness” of the Lord? Stop 4
pause to consider the goodness of the Lord — hagpirpleasure, and knowledge. Everytk
you possess in life as a Christian comes from Gday the realization of God’s “goodness
make Him more real to you than ever before!

TUESDAY: God’s mercy is vast (Ps. 136:4-9)Give thanks to the Lord because He is “goc
The theme of this Psalm is God’s mercy being a$ &ad unlimited as the depth of the
(Ps. 136:4-9). When the Psalm was written, theldepthe sea was unfathomable, but to
that is not the case. For us the vastness of spacgkl be a more appropriate metaphor. Gt
mercy is ever expanding. The character and mefcganl demands our thanks and pra
(Ezra 3:11; Ps. 7:17; 9:1). Ezra reports how Issa@g responsively the praises of our G
“His mercy endures forever.” As you pray todaygipe the Lord for the mercy He has showe
on your life. Reflect on the vastness of the Lendiercy and its inexhaustible depthlay the
time you invest thinking and reflecting on the Lo mercy deepen your gratitude for H
loving embrace in your life!
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WEDNESDAY: Jesus’ mercy is perfect proof of His “goodness” (ke 23:34)! The brightes
rays of God’s mercy blaze during the darkness etigecrucifixion when Jesus said from t{
cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not wiizey do” (Luke 23:34). The depth

compassion the Savior had for the men responsiblélis crucifixion demonstrated His divir
nature. Those responsible for Jesus’ death oortss possessed no comprehension of the g
of His life and ministry on earth. Yet, their igaoce in no way indicated they deser
forgiveness. Jesus’ prayer for their forgivenebieMHe was being mocked and crucified wa
divine expression of boundless compassion and ssdjeace. Pray for the strength to allow
“goodness” of your Savior to be expressed througlr yife. May the “goodness” of the Lorg
be expressed through your life and ministry!

THURSDAY: God by nature is merciful (Deut. 7:7-8)!The gentleness of God is stunn
(Ps. 136:2-3). The majesty of His deity cannotadequately described with words. God
nature is merciful because He is God. It is Himreto be merciful. God set Israel apart tQ
His own personal possession (Deut. 7:7). God neadafaithful to His promise to shepherd &
provide for His chosen people (7:8). God’s promiges kept not because of anything Isi
could do to earn His love, but because of God’snsic goodness. God could do nothing
keep His promise to Israel. God is merciful tcakdrbecause He is God and it is His nat
Thank the Lord God for His merciful nature and Iidal upon your life. Praise Him for H
intrinsic goodness and His mercy shown to yMay the merciful nature of the Lord become
powerful part of your life!

FRIDAY: Thanksgiving begins with our surrender to God (Ma@:9-13)! The gentleness ¢
God is depicted in His deity and in His dominioAll power in heaven and earth is the Lg
God’s (Ps. 136:3). Our God is Almighty. “The fexdirthe Lord is the beginning of knowledg
(Proverbs 1:7). The “fear of the Lord” is revererior God. This reverential awe and admir
of the Lord God creates the submissive fear th&dusdational for all spiritual knowledge a
wisdom. Thanksgiving begins with a sense of suteeto God and a celebration of His abso
authority (Matt. 6:9-13). The Lord’s Prayer contistatements about God’s absolute auth
in almost every line. Read the prayer and fintkast five such references. Revere and wor
the Lord today. Pray with a submissive spirit @frship for your Almighty God. Thanksgivir]
begins with surrenderMay God’s Almighty power bring a sense of order addminion to
your world!

SATURDAY: Train your eyes to look vertically toward God (Pi36:26)! The nature of th
human condition is to constantly lower our gazé¢h horizontal. To become immersed in
menial, everyday drudgery of life on earth is torttlthe purpose of the Christian’s miss
(2 Tim. 2:4). Lift your eyes to the heavens andde the Lord high and lifted up. Allow Him
steal your gaze and hold it on Him (Ps. 136:26)velwith an understanding of the majesty
God. Pursue improbable areas of ministry andestiw the extreme edges of faith. Shun
ordinary, routine life of meager faith and step ontthe limb where Paul and others have li
Faith is the victory! Live by faith in the Son Gfod. Train your eyes to look vertically towg
God! Ask the Lord to increase your faith. Pray #olife that is beyond the “normal”
horizontal Christianity. Choose to live with therd by faith with a vertical gazeMay this
choice truly change who you are in the kingdom ob
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