Pastor Blake Withers March 21, 2010

“You Might Not Finish This Chapter”
CRAZY LOVE ' — Chapter 2
JAMES 4:13-14

HUMILITY IS THE ARMOR AGAINST WORLDLINESS

1. Becomindree from the grip of society and its values require®asciouswilling
submission to God’authority that extends over the entire universe (James 4:7).

2. Atruly humble, submitted Christian will give his allegiance tod; obey His commands,
and follow His leadership (Matt. 10:38-39).

3. A humble Christian knows it is crazy to thinlatlioday is aaormal day with which he can
dowhatever he wishes without God'’s input (James 4:14).

KEY THOUGHT: Submissive humility provides the Christian witle perspectiveto invest
his life in winning souls and building the kingdamhGod (James 4:7-8, 13-14).

TRUSTING GOD PROTECTS OUR HUMILITY (JAMES 4:13-17).

A. Rejoiceregardless ofircumstances(Phil. 4:4-7).

1. The source of our joy is not frolifie’s circumstances, but rather the
unassailable, unchangimeglationships we have with Almighty God
(Phil. 3:1; 4:4).

2. Worry and anxiety are diminished when we placecaumpletetrust in

theLord (Phil. 4:6).
B. Thepeaceof God ispromised (Phil. 4:7).

1. A thankful attitude comes from humbtyusting the Lord and His
provision (Rom.8:28).

2. An innercalm and sense of tranquility that surpasses all human
understanding wilguard us against anxiety and fear (Phil. 4:7;
John 16:33).

KEY THOUGHT: The humility that comes from surrendering my tidethe Holy Spirit’s
leadership protects me from thinking iife is all aboutme (Rev. 4:11).

KEY THOUGHT: The point of my life is to poirdthers to Jesugvery day (Phil. 1:21).
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Il THANKING GOD THAT WE ARE WEAK (2 COR. 12:10)

A. Praise Gode is incontrol (James 4:13-14).

1. We can be grateful that theeaknesse# our lives help ugest our walk
with the Lord (1 Cor. 10:13; Phil. 4:8).

2. Being submitted to the leadership of the Holy $piliows us tdocuson
making anmpact in the world for Jesus (Matt. 10:32-33).
B. The ultimateeality of this life is you willstand before Jesus someday

(Matt. 10:32; 25:21, 23).

1. Some could be entering théast year or two of living and making an
investment in God’s kingdom (Eccl. 7:2).

2. Christians will each be measured by ttwaintribution to the kingdom of
God (1 Cor. 3:13-15).

KEY THOUGHT: Investing your life in the souls of others is@al totruly living as the
Lord intended believers to do (Phil. 1:21).

KEY THOUGHT: Anyone’s life could entbmorrow. Are yousatisfiedwith the contribution
you have made to the kingdom of God? (Phil. 34p-

IT 1S ALL ABOUT GOD

1. I am willing to join the ministry to children in ste manner:

Anywhere needed
Children’sSunday School
Children’sworship team member

Community Ministry toFamilies
DaytimeVBS (Vacation Bible School)
ExploringUpward Sports
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2. | would be interested in helping with a Commuriyftball League this fall.




FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
March 21, 2010

SUNDAY: Humility is our armor against worldlinesgJames 4:7-8)! The grip of society and

its values are much stronger on us than we wabelieve. We see many luxuries as necess

maybe even as entitlements. For a Christian totigebiblical thinking and living, it demands

that the world not have this tight of a grip on hart. Being free from the world’s pressu

ties,
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requires a conscious, willing submission to Godgharity over His universe (James 4:7).

Submission to the Lord can produce a overwhelmungility which gives a Christian the des
to give his allegiance to God, to obey His commandsd to follow His leadershi
(Matt. 10:38-39). Every day becomes a great oppdst to invest his life toward winning sou
and building God’s kingdom (James 4:7-8, 13-14)ayHor the strength of character to sub
to the Lord each day and live the life He lays foutyou today. May this simple, yet powerfu
decision create an avenue for your life to make igrsficant contribution to the kingdom oj
God!

MONDAY : My joy is because of the Lord@Phil. 4:4-7)! The Bible clearly states that t
source of my joy as a Christian is not my currdet ¢ircumstances (Phil. 3:1; 4:4). My joy
completely dependent upon the unassailable, unaimgmglationship | have with my Almight
God through Jesus Christ! Trusting completely imdG provision is really the only way
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maintain an attitude of humble submission to Géelglership. It is that humility that provides

the platform for genuine joy to permeate my lifespiee my circumstances (Phil. 4:4-
Worry and anxiety are diminished, possibly extirsineid, when one’s trust is completely pla
in the Lord (Phil. 4:6). Submitting to the leadepsof the Lord and the Holy Spirit demand
form of vigilance. Yet, this surrender of authgrih your life frees you from so many decisig
that weigh others down. Pray for a quiet, subméssiemeanor to come into your life as y
truly surrender to the leadership of the Holy SpiMay the freedom you feel give you greal
energy to serve the Lord by serving others!

TUESDAY: The peace of God really is availab{@hil. 4:7)! The Christian that humbly trus
in the Lord will develop a thankful attitude becauSod does know what is best for His child
(Rom. 8:28). An inner calm and a sense of traitguihat surpasses all human understang
will guard him against anxiety and fear (Phil. 4J8hn 16:33). This peace is comprehensive
Christian’s entire inner being. This union withr@hguards the believer’s inner being from
attacks of fear, distress, doubt and so much mBray for the strength of the spirit to surren

7).
ced
5 a
ns
ou
er

ren
ding
toa
the
der

yourself to the leadership and authority of theyH8pirit. Ask the Lord to protect you against

the attacks that tempt you not to completely tthstLord. May the peace of God cause you
draw even closer to the Lord (Phil. 4:8)!

WEDNESDAY: My life is to point others to Jesus every déghil. 1:21)! My God is a gredt
God (Rev. 4:11)! The humility that comes from smdering my life completely to the Haly

Spirit's leadership protects me from selfish thimki Recognizing how great my God is helps
prevent me from thinking my life is all about mRather, | see it as my opportunity to serve Him
with every breath | draw. Therefore, my life haspgmse and meaning. The point of my life is
to point everyone | encounter to Jesus (Phil. 1:2Rjay for your faith to expand so you ¢an




completely trust God. Ask the Lord to strengthenrytrust in His leadership to help you remiin

humbly surrendered to the Holy Spirit's leadershipay the Lord bless you abundantly to he
your faith in His leadership grow in your life!

THURSDAY : Thankfully, God is in_control(James 4:13-14)! Our weaknesses continue
reveal our desperate need for the Lord (2 Cor.@)2: Bubmission to the Holy Spirit brings gr
peace and balance into the life of the Christidhowever, it is the unexpected events
wrinkles that truly test our walk with the Lord (lor. 10:13). Gratefully, it the weaknesses
our lives that help us stay close to God. Thesmnisvcause us to intentionally submit to
Lord and meditate on everything that is holy (Phd). Being submitted to the leadership of
Holy Spirit allows the Christian to focus on makirmn impact in the world for Jes
(Matt. 10:32-33). Praise the Lord that He is imtcol. Commit again to His leadership in yg
life and your submission daily to the Holy Spirikay the realization that God is in contrg
provide you the strength to flee sin when it knockisthe door of your life!

FRIDAY : You will stand before Jesus somed@éyatt. 10:32; 25:21, 23)! The ultimate reality
of this life is that everyone will stand before uesomeday. When you die, the first stop is
judgment of the saved and unsaved (Matt. 10:32-3@)ose that are saved will stand bef
Jesus to receive the reward hinted at in the pawafithe talents (Matt. 25:21, 23). Honestly, |
could be the last year of your life. How shouldttizear be spent (Eccl. 7:2)? There is still t
to make a significant contribution to the kingdofm@od. The Bible clearly says that eve
Christian will be evaluated based upon his contitiouto the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 3:13-1
Our church is making plans to focus on ministrieschildren that could make a significa
impact in our community. Where can you contribidethe overall effort? Ask the Lord f
clear direction how you can make a contributiorthi® work of our church in the kingdom
God. Continue to be surrendered to the Holy Spileadership and walk in humility before t
Lord. May your decision to serve alongside others brimgnhendous fruit in your spiritual
life!

SATURDAY: My short life should be invested in something thateternal (Phil. 3:12-14)!
Life on this planet is really rather short. Theogunity to make a serious contribution to
kingdom of God could be more limited than we thinkvesting your life in the souls of others
crucial to truly living as the Lord intended belks to do (Phil. 1:21). Anyone’s life could ¢
tomorrow. Will you make the decision to stop posiipg your plans to serve and jump in ri
now? Make the decision to press forward and sémeeLord with every breath if you ca
(Phil. 3:12-14)! Pray for the strength to remaomenitted to the Lord’s plan over your ow
Seek the courage to be fully submitted to the Hepyit and to live with a humble heart for t
Lord. Remember, it is all about Him and not abgam! May this sermon and study form
firm foundation that will lead to a revolution in gur personal spiritual life and your life o
ministry!
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