Pastor Blake Withers April 11, 2010

“Crazy Love”
CRAZY LOVE ' — Chapter 3
MATTHEW 22:37-38

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT

1. Itis difficult to grasp and understand Godigonditional, unlimited love for us
(Rom. 8:31-32).

2. God desires trulgxuberantlove and worship from His children (Deut. 6:4-8).

3. Our love for our own children is bufaint shadowof God’s great love and hope for His
children (Matt. 7:11).

KEY THOUGHT: God is worthy of mytmost trust more than anyone on earth (Ps. 37:3-5).

CULTIVATING A CRAZY LOVE FOR GOD (DEUT. 6:4-8)

A. The “First and Greatest Commandment” is to I®a& with ourwhole being
(Matt. 22:37-38).

1. Our quiet time with God is not to lgiilt-motivated as gainful “time
out”.

2. God desires yougxuberant love andfellowship (1 John 2:3-6).

B. Godknew youintimately before He formed you and before you were born
(Jer. 1:4-5).

1. Your life is not aaandom collection of events (Eph. 1:4; 2:10).

2. God has designed you fospecificwork (Jer. 1:6-10).

3. God has plannedgartnership with you and greatly desires that you be

successfulJohn 15:8; 1 Cor. 10:13; Eph. 2:10).

KEY THOUGHT: God’s mercy and forgiveness dree but costly gifts that cannot bearned
(Eph. 2:8-10).
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Il. CONTEMPLATING AN UNBELIEVABLE INHERITANCE (EPH. 1:18)

A. The greatest comfort we can have is knowing that iB@asuresus
(Eph. 1:3-14).

1. God issovereignand, thus, hagrchestrated ministry, temptation,
escape, and spiritual growth (Rom. 8:28).
2. The reality of being a child of God sets our lifsagjofgodlinessand
directs all ourbehavior (1 John 3:2-3).
B. Is Godforcing you tolove Him?

1. God's calling, nurturing, and even “threatenimntgmonstrateHis great
love for you (Matt. 7:11).

2. The greatest good on this eartlsigd, and His goal for you islimself
(John 1:3-5, 14).

KEY THOUGHT: Are you in love with God or just Hihbus€e and Hisstuff?

CULTIVATING A CRAZY LOVE FOR GOD

O 1 will celebrate and rejoice in the reality thatd@oeasuresme.
O | want to demonstrate my love for God éwuberantly seeking Him!

Q 1 will surrender to the Holy Spirit tpartner with God to accomplish His plan through my
life.

Q4 | will choose to love God more than Hituff.




FOR FURTHER STUDY AND PERSONAL GROWTH
April 11, 2010

SUNDAY: God has unconditional, unlimited love for His chitdn (Rom. 8:31-32)! It is
difficult to grasp and understand that God has oditmnal, unlimited love for us. Christia
are absolutely secure in their salvation. Evernyvse have ever committed is forgiven by
work Jesus did on the cross. The forgivenessngpbete. Our response should be devoted |
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God desires truly exuberant love and worship frois ¢hildren (Deut. 6:4-8). Our love for oEr

own children is but a faint shadow of God’s greatel and hope for His children (Matt. 7:1
Unconditional love is so foreign to our selfish wafythinking and living that we struggle

comprehend how God can extend it to us. Baskdrgtbry of God and His magnificent love for

His children. Praise Him for His holy and pure @dwker. Commit to love and adore H
throughout the dayMay the reality of God’s unconditional love transfim how you think of
yourself and others!

MONDAY : God alone is worthy of our utmost trugPs. 37:3-5)! Everyone on this earth h
the potential to let you down except God. Eveniitumstances are not favorable right n
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you can trust God. David asked the age-old questid’salm 37, “Why do the wicked prosper

and the godly struggle?” David’s opening remar@sntankind are to trust God and i
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righteously. Delight yourself in the Lord and Hdlwive the desires of your heart. Commit

your way to the Lord and trust Him completely. Galdne is worthy of our utmost trust! A
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the Lord to help you surrender your heart to théyH8pirit's leadership and to cultivate a trust

of the Lord in every area of your lifeMlay your commitment to cultivate a greater trust the
Lord yield peace and comfort in your life amidst wtever circumstances you find yourself!

TUESDAY: Our response to God’s love is to love Him with owhole being(Matt. 22:37-
38)! To love God with your heart, soul, and mind isa®tive of every aspect of your life a

being. God is a God of absolutes. He loves ub it unconditional, unlimited love. It is not

surprising that He seeks for us to respond withstéw@e absolute commitment with our lo
Why is it so difficult for us to love God with athat we are? Why do we feel it is reasonabl
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reserve so much of our lives for ourselves andtorpreferences? Our quiet time with God is

not to be guilt-motivated as if it were a painftinfe out” from all the fun of life. God trul
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desires your exuberant love and fellowship (1 J&136). Exuberant love would manifest itself

in gracious obedience. Fellowship with God shoerdelate the desire to mimic and copy
exact character of God in my life. Ask the Lordnp you identify why you do not love Hi
with all your heart, soul, and mind? Pray for #teength to begin removing the obstacles
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prevent you from loving God as He desirédgay this next step of desiring to be with God help

create a more exuberant love for your God!

WEDNESDAY: Your life in Christ is not random(Eph. 1:4; 2:10)! God knew you intimatel

before He formed you and before you were born (3dr5). God’'s unconditional love for you

y

indicates that your life as His child has meanimgl gurpose. Your life is not a random

collection of events (Eph. 1:4; 2:10). Your lifetkvHim and the gifting He has woven into y

ou

means He designed you for specific work for Hinr.(de6-10). In fact, God has planned a

partnership with you and greatly desires that yeusbiccessful in that partnership (John 1

5:8:;




1 Cor. 10:13; Eph. 2:10). Therefore, the eventyafr life are not random when you are
partnership with a sovereign God. What are yomnleg from your current circumstances 3
your reaction in spite of them? Do you truly tr@td in the midst of the partnership in wh
you live? Pray for the strength and faith to tr@sid with every area of your life regardless
the circumstancesMay you learn to walk beside the Lord in the adverd of the life He has
planned for you!

THURSDAY: God’'s mercy and forgiveness is a qift that cannat barned(Eph. 2:8-10)!
God’s mercy and forgiveness is a free but costiytigat cannot be earned. Good works car
produce salvation, but they are the fruit of uding divine power given to a child of God. T
Christian is the product of the workmanship of tleed. He is created for accomplishing t
work given to Him by the Lord in his spiritual atite partnership. What are the spiritual g
the Lord has given you? Where are you supposdx tworking in the ministry of the churg
and the kingdom? Realize that there is no exauggve men because your partnership is y
God. Ask the Lord for forgiveness if you have been diligent in completing your assignm
in your partnership. Commit to cultivating the bruant love that is called for because of

unconditional, unlimited love the Lord has showruyoMay this epitome light the fire of

passion in your heart for living up to the partndngp God for which God created youl!

FRIDAY : God treasures His children(Eph. 1:3-14)! Contemplating the unbelievah
inheritance demands that we expand our minds belgsfiaite limits (Eph. 1:18). The glory ¢
God’s kingdom to which He makes us a part and @pént is really beyond our mind
capability. However, the greatest comfort we cavehis knowing that God treasures
(Eph. 1:3-14). God is sovereign and, thus, habesttated ministry, temptation, escape,

spiritual growth throughout our Christian lives (R08:28). The reality of being a child of G
sets our life goal of godliness and directs all lmeinavior (1 John 3:2-3). God treasures you,
you should desire to pursue godliness to glorifg please Him. What a wonderful recipe

peace, joy, and comfort! Pray that you will beeatd submit to the Holy Spirit and be qu
enough to meditate on being a treasure of God. féskhe courage to inquire where you hi
been ungodly. Commit to living under the Spiritentrol in that area of your lifeMay the
knowledge of your personal value to God further faimne flames of your passion to live up

your partnership with God!

SATURDAY: God'’s activity in your life demonstrates His loverfyou (Matt. 7:11)! Is God
forcing you to love Him by threatening to send yothell of you do not? Is God a big, cosr
bully? Your Heavenly Father is a loving “parertiat desires to guide His children to make
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best and wisest decisions with their lives. Egrftdrents will use punishment, or the threat of

severe consequences, to direct immature minds dweay poor decisions. Your Heaven
Father is the best of parents. God’s calling,urur), and even “threatening” demonstrates
great love for you (Matt. 7:11). In fact, the ge=st good on this earth is God, and His goa
you is Himself (John 1:3-5, 14). The greatest ghabout the Christian life is the persor
intimate relationship the believer has with thed.ors that what you celebrate as a Christ
Some hedge their bets for eternity and want toure they will be in God’s majestic heave
Others greatly desire the blessings of God on eaAhe you in love with God or just H

“house” and His stuff? Commit yourself to loving&and living in your partnership with Him.

May this be a great week of applying biblical trutb your life!
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